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ACCOUNT of the PRE- ADAMITES. 

nature, than the other nations whom he had this event might have happened above one hun- 
created. dred years after the creation of the world, and 

This diftin&ion was very flattering, in regard to j certainly Adam might have had many daughters 
the Jews, who were thus raifcd to a fuperior in that time. 

order of men. The whole has the appearance of Their notion that men lived like beafts before 
a wild romance, and yet they attempt to prove Adam was created, they have taken from the 
it. Pagan mythology, as appears from many of thofe 

In order to this, he compares the fir ft chapter poets ; but what will men not do when left to 
of Genefis, where it is faid God creates man by the indulgence of their own corrupt fancies ? 

his word, with the fecond, wherein Adam is in- The truth does not give them farisfadtion, they 

troduced as the work of God’s own hands. leek out fer fomething new, and then they are lefs 

Again, the forty-feventh pfalm joined to the fatisfied than before. They add one fidtion to 
forty-ninth, in which the Gentiles are exprefsly another, till their religion, if it deferves that 

called the Tons of the earth ; and this they believe name, would put an Heathen to the blufh. It is 

to be an evident proof, that God created two even more ridiculous than that of Sommono-Co- 

fort’s of men ; the Jews then being made of a dom in the Eaft-Indies, or any of thole we have 

finer mould, had all the reafon on their fide not to treated of in other parts of the world, 
be inquifitive about the other nations, who drew We lhall conclude this article in the words of 
their origin from the Pre-Adamites. This was the late learned lord-prefident Forbes, in his ex- 

not an effiedt of their pride, but a felf-confciouf- cellent thoughts on religion, where he fupports 

nefs of their own dignity. They were by this the Mofaic hiftory with a ftrength of argument 
fecond creation to live eternally, whilft the Pre- not known before. 

Adamites and their pofterity were doomed to tc The thing Mofes begins with, is the creation 

death, as a natural confequence of the corrupta- of the heavens and the earth by the Deity ; which 

bility of the matter of which they were compofed. though true to the convidtion of all mankind, no 
Moreover, the Jewifh genealogies are clearly antient wife-men ever found out. Here is no ridi- 

traced from Adam their firft father ; whereas, in culous theogonia, no eternal chaos, no fortuitous 

the pedigrees of the Gentiles, no order is kept, concourfe of atoms; but a fair and a true decla-' 

no knowledge is preferved of their origin. ration, c< In the beginning God created the hea- 

From thefe proofs, as they call them, drawn vens and the earth.” 

from the feriptures, they proceed to others out of He further takes notice of the inftitution of the 
the Jewifh Rabbins. fabbath *, which, though the antients obferved, 

Adam, fay the Rabbins, had a tutor named they knew not the realen, or occafion of. 
Sambofcer, and who could this be but a Pre- Adam- The declaration of this undifcovered truth give3 
ite ? llrong prepofiefilon in favour of the reft. 

Cain having killed his brother Abel, was afraid The next important thing is, that man fell from 
left he fliould kill himfelf. He became captain a ftate of innocence. This, as has been faid, 

of a band of robbers, who were they ? Fie every living man muft find to be true, upon exa- 

married, yet Adam had no daughter. What wife mination ; and yet none of the wife, whole works 

could he get ? He built a town ; What architects, have come to ns, ever thought of it : nothing 

mafons, carpenters, and other workmen did he more certain, nothing more important to be at- 

employ ? The anfwer to all thefe queftions is, in tended to; nothing lefs known: but this Moles 

one, Pre- Adamites. They add further, that the diftindtly relates as the caufe, or at leaft the occa- 

Egyptian and Chinefe chronologies, reach many fion, of every thing that followed, 
thoufand years backward before Adam was crcat- The third thing he marks is, the confufion, and 
ed; and the people who lived then, muft have been defperate ftate, in which man was upon the fall; 
Pre- Adamites. It is certain, that the Mahome- afhamed of his fault, without hope in the mercy 
tans believe, there were Pre- Adamites, and they of God, and therefore ftudious to hide himfelf 
have actually given us the names cf fome of them. from him. This, the fall being true, muft ne- 
The Pre-Adamites believe further, that there was ceffarily be true too*, and therefore we readily be- 
to be two Mefiiahs ; one of whom is come, but lieve Mofes. 

there is another in time to be fent to the Jews. The fourth thing he relates is, that God re- 

Thefe are all the particulars we have been able vealed his purpofe of mercy to mankind, and 

to colledl concerning this extraordinary fedt; and thereby delivered them from dread, defpair, and 
the notion feems to have been colledted in part confufion. The words, in which Mofes relates 
from all the herefies that ever yet fprung up in the promife of mercy, are, that cc the feed of the 
the world. It is iurprizing that fuch men fhould woman lhall bruife the head of the ferpent,” 
call themfelves Chriftians ; for all Chriftians, let and cc the feed of the ferpent fliall bruife his 
their notions in other refpedts be ever fo invidious, heel.” 

ftill profefs to believe the bible. Thefe words, which are all that is faid, do not. 

Now, had no notice been taken of the creation it is true, fay that this 4C feed of the woman” 
and fall of man, except in the Old Teftament, fliould be facrificed ; though cc bruifing the heel” 
there might have been fome reafon to doubt; but 1 looks mighty like the fuffering of the lower and 
throughout the New Teftament the Mofaic ac- leaft noble part of that feed ; nor do they fay that 
count of the fall is frequently referred to, and con- facrifice, and the obfervances of the law, were' then 
fidered as the fundamental article upon which the inftituted : but it appears plainly, that, foon after, 
necefiity for Chrift’s making an attonement is Cain and Abel offered, and that at a ftated or ap- 
built. As for Cain’s marrying a wife while Adam pointed time; it appears Noah facrificed, and 
had no children, is but a filly objection ; becaufe that, in his days, man was commanded to abftain 
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ACCOUNT of 

from eating blood, as a thing facred 5 it appears 
the patriarchs did fo, without any precedent, 
inflitution, or commandment, recorded, and 
that their facrifices were refpedted by the Deity ; 
and it appears that all the nations of the earth, 
who fprung from the firfl parents, pra&iled facri- 
fice with nearly the fame rites : wherefore, it may 
fairly be concluded, that facrifice, and the rites 
thereto belonging, were inftituted upon the firfl; 
promulgation of the evangelium, the tidings of 
mercy, and from that inflitution wei*e tranlmitted 
to all mankind 5 and it would imply an abfur- 
dity to fuppofe, that this emblematical, comme- 
morative oblervance was inftituted without man’s 
knowing the rcafon and meaning of it. 

We know by hiftory, without the help of Mo- 
fes, that all mankind Sacrificed in hope of mercys 
from reafon we difcover, that thofe hopes mufl 
have been founded on revelation, and that facri- 
fice, which of itfelf could fignify nothing, mufl: 
have been no more than a memorial, by inftitu- 
tion : and now from Mofes we learn, that thofe 
hopes were adlally founded on explicit revelation 
by the God of nature 5 and that facrifice, which 
the fame God fays in itfelf fignifies nothing, was 
praririfed, juft after, by the favorites of the 
Deity, and acceptable by him 3 and that he 
gave a new model of that inflitution, corre6ting 
abufes, in the wildernefs. 

. We learn, next, from Mofes, that God was 
pleafed at different times to appear to, and con- 
verfe with men, Adam, Enoch, Noah ; and that 
neverthelefs, men corrupted themfelves fo mon- 
flroufly, an early inftance whereof is Cain's 
killing his brother Abel, that the Deity brought 
on a flood, which deftroyed the whole earth, 
and with it all men, except Noah and his fa- 
mily. 

This flood all antient nations have confufed 
traditions about 3 and though exuviae, ftill re- 
maining near the furface of the earth, give very 
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I ftrong evidence of it, yet there is no fenfible 
account of it, from the antients 3 which ftrongly 
raifes the credit and authority of Mofes’s wri- 
tings. 

By the diredtion to take into the ark a greater 
number of clean than of unclean beafts, and by 
Noah’s practice, immediately after the flood, of 
fieri ficing of every clean beaft and bird, it is 
evident the diftinction of clean and unclean does 
not depend originally on the law of Mofes, but 
has its origin before the flood, probably at the 
firfl publication of grace to Adam. 

As the flood deftroyed all the corrupted, and 
to Noah and his family was a demonftration of the 
power of, and obedience due to, the Deity, this 
great event was a total extirpation of all falfe 
religion 3 and, humanly fpeaking, it was to be 
hoped the faith and religious fervice of men 
would have continued long pure. 

But that was not the cafe : for, as Adam’s fon 
Cain finned early, fo did Noah’s fon Ham ; he 
merited to be pronounced accurfed of his father, 
foon after the deliverance from the flood. And 
before the memory of that dreadful judgment 
was loft, men meditated the fetting up a falfe 
religion and fervice to the heavens at Babel; 
which the Deity difappointed, by confounding 
and dividing their imaginations, fo that they 
feparated and difperfed at that time.” 

Such were the fentiments of this great man, 
and whoever reads his account of the crea- 
tion of the world, will ceafe to rejedl the Mo- 
faic hiftory. It is the misfortune of all our 
Deifts, and framers of new religions, that they 
fet up their own reafon in oppofuion to Divine 
revelation. And they feal their argument with 
a fixed refolution not to pay any regard to what 
is propofed to them, fo that they are left to the 
wickednefs of their own hearts, and juftly for- 
faken by their maker. 




ACCOUNT of the LABADISTS. 



L ABADIE had been brought up a Jefuit in 

France, then became a Proteftant, and was 
made a minifter at Middleburgh, in Zea- 
land. He was eloquent, but not very learned 3 
which defeat was lupplied by art and cunning.. 
His difpute againft Wolfogue,minifter at Utrecht, 
on account of, his treatife concerning the inter- 
pretation of feripture, fhews him to have been 
contentious and even feditious. His behaviour 
in that quarrel was unfair and deceitful 3 fo that 
his enemies were not quite in the wrong, when 
they deferibed him as an haughty, proud, 
felf-conceited, ftubborri hypocrite. 

2. 



* 

Yet he had admirers, who praifed his humi- 
lity, and modeft carriage, and undertook his 
defence with fo much warmth, highly approving 
his projedt of reforming even the grand Calvi- 
nifticai reformers of the United Provinces, that 
a fchifm had like to have enfued in the church 
of Middleburgh. But his defign failed, not- 
withftanding all the endeavours of his friends. 
He was depofed from his miniftry by the fynod 
of Dort, in May, 16695 having before that been 
fufpended from his function by the fynod of 
Norde;- 1 

The 
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The fentence of his depofition fays, €t That 
from his firft coming into Holland* he defigned 
to reform the church, and maintained that this 
was to be brought about by a feparation, and 
fetting up a new church of the eledt *” which he 
adtually began at Middleburgh, and in other 
places. He taught that whoever could, or 
thought fit, fhould have free liberty to fpeak in 
their afTemblies, on whatever text was pro- 
pofed . 

<c God has been pleafed to hear at laft the 
prayers, tears, and groans of his little ones, 
and opened a way to a happy feparation. This 
feparation has been and now is very advantage- 
ous to us, fince we are about three hundred well 
chofen members in our affembly all eledt, and 
breathing a true Chriftian fpirit. 

We give thanks to God, who hath chofen us, 
all of one heart and foul, unanimous in fpeaking 
openly all truths, remedyingall abufes, in doc- 
trine, in adminiftering the facraments, and in 
morals, with a full intention co reform ourfelves 
according to the model of the primitive Chrif- 
tians. We meet twice a day, morning and 
evening, and thrice on Sundays. 

We do not preach in pulpits, but all lit on 
benches, without any difference between the 
rich and the poor, excepting that the paftors, 
elders, or thofc who fpeak, fit on a bench made 
like the reft, but fomewhat higher, in order to 
be feen and heard. Modefty, union, humility, 
2eal and piety, are fuch amongfl us, that we 
daily give God due praifes for the eftablifhment 
of our church. We have feveral doctors and 
eminent perfons, humble, fervent and pious. 

No abufe is tolerated, no excefs allowed in 
drefs, ornaments and vanities * nor are the trades 
fubfervient to them encouraged. Our lives are 
marked in every point by the rule and ftandard 
of the gofpel and apoftolical doctrine, being 
firmly refblved to become a living reprefentation 
of the primitive church, in our belief and prac- 
tice. 

Many are aftoniftied, but many are drawn in 
from other places * for God has almoft every 
where admitted fome to us, and to our fpirits. 

Even this day, being the firft of the year 1669, 
we met before day-light to explain the fixth and 
feventh verfes of the fifth chapter of the firft 
epiftle to the Corinthians, and are fully bent on 
calting away the old leaven.” 

Notwithstanding the oppofttion which Laba- 
clie met with, yet there were feveral perfons of 
note who embraced his doctrines, and joined 
themfelves to his party. Some of whom were 
expelled France. 

Labadieand Madam Bourignon were contem- 
poraries, but their fpirits did not unite. Laba- 
die was not fpiritual enough* to be her colleague, 
and too ftubborn to become her dilciple. Both 
were of an artful, troublefome temper, and 
therefore it was impofiible that they fhould 
agree together. The enlightened woman def- 
pifed the regenerated man. 

At laft Labadie died at Alena, 1674, in the 
arms of his beloved Schurman, and left Peter 
Yvon to fucceed him, who brought the Laba- 
difts together at Wiwert in Friefland,. a manor 
belonging to the family of Somerdyke, He 
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had before fpread his fanaticlfm from Middle- 
burgh to Amfterdam, and he had likewife a 
fettlement near Ulkrahift, where he fet up a 
printing-houfe. From thence he went through 
Weftphalia, and at laft to Hamburgh* Every 
where he made profelytes of both fexes, till one 
Anthony de la MargUe publifhed his reafons for 
leaving his fedt, which although it threw them 
into dilrepute by the difeovery then made, yet 
they are not extindt, for fome of them are; 
ftill to be found in Friefland and Groningen* 

Thefe Labadifts were always by the Dutch 
confidered as a fort of Quakers j but although 
they may refemble them in fome things, yet in 
others there is a vaft difference. We do not 
know that there were ever any of thfcfe Laba- 
difts in England, and the reafon feems to be* 
their notions were not known during the civil 
wars, when the foil for new and unheard of reli- 
gions was fo rich, that every dodtrine, however 
abfurd, was embraced as foon as taught. 

Connedted with the Labadifts, were two fmall 
fedts, formed by Voet, a great lawyer, and Coc- 
ceius, a celebrated divine. At firft, they agreed 
in moft things with the Labadifts, but at laft 
they quarrelled concerning a whimfical method 
of explaining the fcripture. Cocceius pretended 
to teach the people to preach without ftndy or 
labour ; which flrange things are always taking 
with the vulgar, and they think them fublime, 
for want of underftanding them* and look upon 
them as deep myfteries, becaufe they are ob- 
feure. 

4 

This lingular method is reduced to the follow- 
ing heads : 

Firft, the periodical changes of the churchy 
Of the New Teftament, which they find in 
every text. 

Secondly, the types and figures without end 
or meafure, drawn from the antient hiftory and 
worfhip. 

Thirdly, an everlafting afFedtation of apply- 
ing to Chrift and the gofpel. 

Fourthly, difeovering modern events in the 
antient prophecies. 

Laftly, the numberlefs and exaggerated dif- 
tindtions, betwixt the faithful under the Mo- 
faical difpenfation and Chriftianity. 

The explanation of thefe types and figures 
always ferves to amufe the vulgar, whereas mora- 
lity and found divinity frequently prove tire- 
fome. After all, we are not to condemn one 
fide or the other, only that we muff, according 
to the defign of this work, take notice, that 
the followers of Cocceius maintain that the com- 
mand given to the Jews to keep one day in (even 
for reft, is part of the ceremonial law, from the 
obfervance of which Chrift has freed us. That 
Chrift will reign temporally on earth, after the 
deftrudtion of Anti-chrift, and that the Jews are 
to be converted at that time. 

One of the chief tenets of thefe people, is to 
banifh morality from their fermons, which they 
look upon as unfeafonable. For as St. Paul 
often mentions, that the law is abolifhed, and 
its oppofition to the gofpel 5 fo they pretend, 

that 
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that preaching up duty and obedience, the juf- practices. But ftill it is undeniably true, that 
tice of God and his rights, the awe in which we the grofs of mankind were ferious in their br- 
ought to ftand of him and his judgements, lief of the exigence of a deity, of their depen- 

which are relative to the law, is the fame as dance on him, and of the occafion they had fur 

giving a new law to the fpirit of flavery, by his protection and favour. 

reproaches and threatenings contrary to the To this general diipofition of mankind it was 
gofpel, which breathes only fweetnefs and in part owing, that the gofpel, upon its firft 
grace. publication, made fo rapid and fo furprizino- 

They fay, that Chrifl dying for us has nor progrels. No man at that time doubted of the 
only taken upon him the punifhment due to our exigence of a deity, or of man’s dependanceon 
fins, but our very fins themfelves, and draw him. It was eafy to fatisfy every one who ad- 
from thence confequenccs againft the necefiity of mitted thefe propofitions, that mankind, by the 
repentance. j corruption into which they had fallen, Hood 

To conclude our account of this fed, we mud mightily in need of fome interceflor, fome mean 
obferve, that many of the antient Heathens and I by which they might be faved from the weight 
the primitive Heretics, were fuch; nay, they are of their fins. Andie is no marvel, that evidence 
to be found among the Heathens in the Kafir- given to men fo convinced, that falvation might 
Indies, and among the Mahometans. AH thefe be had through Jefus, fhould be received with 
novelties take their rife from an unfettlednefs of gladnefs. 

mind, from a vain defire to be wifer than God has And accordingly we lee, that, in a trifle of 
ordained $ and in this people copy exadlly after time, the herd of mankind, in defiance of all 
the conduCt of their fir£t;parents, who, to fat if- difeouragements, and of the moft fevere perfe- 
fy their curiofity, eat the forbidden fruit, and fo I cutions from power, greedily embraced and 
involved themfelves and their whole pofterity in profelTed this faith ; and continued ftedfaftly in 
ruin. the profefiion of it, notwithftanding the mon- 

From the beginning, a rational being, un- I (Irons ablurdities with which the teachers of that 
aided by learning, and the experience of former faith loaded it, and the more monftrous and 
ages, could eafily difeern the hand of an intel- (hocking lives and manners of the teachers; 
ligent, wife, powerful, and very bountiful ere- until of late years, that what ought to have 
ator, in the whole and in every part of the fa- been improved into a blefling to mankind, has 
brie of this fy ft em that fell under his ken ; and unfortunately turned out to their deftruCtion. 
could as eafily difeover his own obligations to. In the period juft mentioned, wicked and 
and his dependence on that being. And accord- voluptuous men purfued wicked and voluptuous 
ingly wfe fee, by the earlieft accounts of time courles ; and many grofs villanies and abufes 
that have come to our hands, all mankind, full were daily committed by profligate men, which 
of a perfuafion of their dependence, full of re- the degenerate condition of mankind produced, 
verence to the deity, foliciting his favour and But ftill thefe wickednefles were difguifed, dif- 
proteCtion by prayer, by ceremonies, by facri- owned, or fome how fought to be atoned for. 
fices, fometimes human, nay of their firft-born; The villain difTembled at leaft, and was forced 
and imputing all their favourable or crofs inci- to wear a cloak of hypocrify. No man 
dents, that happened to them, to the good-will dreamed of profefling openly, that he denied the 
or difpleafure of the fovereign being, whom it being of a God, or his dependence on, and be- 
was their chief ftudy to pleafe. ing accountable to him. And, if any one was 

It is true, that the notions they generally en- I indeed fo foolifh, as well as impious, as to en- 
tertained of the deity were imperfedt, as well as tertain fuch a notion, which by the bye is with 
their manner of ferving him corrupted ; circum- | us a queffcion, there was no temptation for ut- 
ftances that can eafily be accounted for from the tcring it ; becaufe there was no chance that any 
weaknefs and perverfenefs of thofe who took the one fhould concur in fupporting fuch an opinion* 
lead in directing their religious opinions and 1 



ACCOUNT 







( 685 ) 



Account of thofe who are called in H o L L A n d* 



COLLEGIANTERS, and RHYNSBURGHERS 



A. 



T HESE people have been fettled at 

Rhynfburgh above one hundred years, 
and they meet twice in every year. 

This is known in the country, for they feldom 
hold their affemblies in public ; and it is not 
much to be wondered at, that foreigners Ihould 
hardly be able to know their names. The fol- 
lowing account, however, is authentic, as the 
author fays he had been for feveral years one of 
the chief members of their fociety. 

We muft firft take notice, that they are much 
miflaken who take it for granted, that the Col- 
legianters and Rhynfburghers are the fame, but 
to clear up this matter, we mult put them in 
mind, that the Collegianters owe their name to 
the manner in which their fmall focieties were 
firft formed. The nature of thele religious meet- 
ings cannot be better deferibed, than by compa- 
ring them to the friendly focieties, which we call 
clubs. They have like wife forne refemblance to 
the myftical fchools, which we have already 
mentioned in our account of thofe people; but 
we fhall call them clubs. 

In thefe clubs, therefore, every man may, 
and has a right to fpeak concerning whatever 
religion he may outwardly profefs, what fyftem 
foever he may follow, and this he may do, let 
his notions be ever fo much out of the common 
way of thinking. But this is only granted on 
condition that he allows the feriptures to be di- 
vinely infpired. Whether churchmen or laymen, 
every one explains what text he thinks proper, 
and may utter freely whatever he thinks concern- 
ing religion, either in general, or in regard to 
any particulat fe< 5 L Women are not allowed the 
fame privilege as among quakers ; for they mu ft 
hold their peace, and, indeed, thefe clubs do 
not pretend to have any thing to do with the 
fpirit or with its impulfes. 

When any one of the club fpeaks, he pre- 
tends that it is the effedt of his meditations on 
the facred feriptures, or of his own ingenious 
difeoveries. Nor is the club to be kept under 
fubjedtion by any one doctor, or by three or four, 
who, in moft other affemblies, keep all the 
difeourfe to themfelves. 

Befides the club at Rhynfburgh, where they 
are moft numerous, there are many others 
in feveral towns and villages in Holland, at 
Amfterdam, Rotterdam, Haerlem, Groningen, 
Lewardin, and many others. As to the villages, 
the moft noted club meets at Sardan, and is re- 
markable for being compofed of members who 
belong to various fedts. For, left our readers 
fhould forget it, we muft once more put them 
in mind, that in thofe clubs only one eftential 
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point is agireed on, the divine infpiratiori of the 
feripture. They are at full liberty to explain it 
in what manner they pleafe, and to build any 
fyftem they think proper upon it. 

Their public exercife begins by reading a 
pfalm in profe hnd finging one in verfe. Then 
a prayer is repeated, which, being ended, the 
text appointed for the Chriftian entertainment is 
read. The Brethren prefent are then invited to 
make ufe of the freedom granted in thofe clubs* 
in ftating fuch objections, in making what re- 
marks, or giving what admonitions and exhorta- 
tions they pleafe. If no one rifes to fpeak, then 
thofe, who were appointed to handle that fub- 
jedt, rife and fpeak to it; for left the club fhould 
feparate without any difeourfe, two are always 
appointed to fpeak ; when they have done, filence 
is kept for a confiderable time, then any one may 
make what obfervation he pleafes, to what has 
been faid. The whole ceremony concludes with, 
a fui table application and prayer. 

No regifter is kept of the names of the m em- 
bers belonging to the club, and in reality they 
are compofed of people borrowed from all fedts* 
in order to meet every Sunday and Wednefday. 
If the divine authority of holy writ is owned, 
none of them are to be called Heretics ; juft like 
the fedtaries in England, who all acknowledge 
the authority of the facred feriptures, and yet 
in their explications, all differ from each other. 

Thefe clubs v/ere began about the year 1619, 
and owe their beginning to the fpirit of perfe- 
cution, which then raged in Holland, and drove 
many of the people, as it always does, into the 
wildeft extremes. Three brothers, of the name 
of Codde, all Arminians, were the firft founders 
of thefe clubs; one of them was a profeffor of 
Hebrew, and the others were plain hufbandmen. 
They were well verfed in the feriptures which they 
had carefully ftudied. 

Arminianifm was then at a low ebb, both be- 
caufe it had been condemed at the fynod of Dort, 
and likewife upon political accounts, fo than 
when any of that profeffion were difeovered, they 
were treated as the enemies of God and fociety. 
The Arminian minifters were forbid preaching 
under the fevereft penalties. Many of them 
were banifhed, and others were thrown into pri- 
fon. Many of them had their goods feized, and 
rewards were offered for apprehending their per- 
fons, while their wives and children were left 
unprovided for. All this was occafioned by 
the cruel acts of the Calviniftical fynod of 
Dort, which had no more right to decide on fuch 
things than the man in the moon. 

The firft of thefe clubs was eftablifhed at 

8 L Wormand 
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Wormand, a village where one of the Vander- 
Code’s lived. A great number of Arminians, 
who could not then meet openly, nor, indeed 
privately, for fear of being caft into prilbn, 
were overjoyed, at meeting with this oppor- 
tunity of affembling together as friends, under 
the name of a fociety very common in that 
country, and in which religion is never fuppofed 
to be concerned. 

When the heat of perfecution abated, feveral 
of the Arminian clergy returned into their own 
country, and offered their fer vices as paftors, 
but were told by Vander-Code, that their new 
inftitution being on the model preferibed by St. 
Paul, did not admit of paftors. 

This club was foon removed to Rhyn/burgh, 
where it increafed confiderably, and was joined 
by two famous paftors belonging to the Armi- 
nians. Several other places in Holland followed 
this example, and had alfo their clubs, which at 
firffc were frequently difturbed by the civil power, 
but at laft connived at. 

This is the beft account we could get of thefe 
clubs, though others pretend that they are of an 
older date, though eftablifhed on the fame plan, 
governed by the fame rules, and grounded on 
the fame expreffions of St. Paul. This dif- 
pute may be ended by owning that the oldeft of 
thefe clubs were made up of Baptifts, and 
iome other fe&aries, and that after all, fuch 
meetings may be held during all perfecutions, as 
has always been the cafe, and probably always 
•will be. 

But thefe clubs were not confined to Holland. 
Grindal, archbiihop of Canterbury, in the reign 
of queen Elizabeth, gave great encouragement 
to them. Of thefe we fhail fay a few words by 
way of digrefiion. 

The time of their meeting was once a month, 
Jbmetimes twice, only churchmen were allowed 
to fpeak, the fubjcdl, and the perfons who were 
to handle it, were appointed before-hand. The 
youngeft of thofe preachers began, and the 
others followed according to their age, fo that the 
oldeft preached laft, recapitulated what the others 
laid, commended what deferved it, and cenfured 
faults with mildnefs. \ 

Their whole difcourfe was in order to com- ■ 
pare the text in hand with others, to fettle its 
true and genuine fenfe to the iacred writers aim, 
the exact confirmation of the words, the various 
tran fiations, the confequences that flowed from 
diem, and to expofe the falfe gloffes of Heretics 
and quibling dodtors, who turn the meaning of 
the facred icripturcs to any fenfe they think pro- 
per. 

But let us now return to the Dutch clubs, 
They made an open profeflion of toleration fo ! 
far, that in 1677 and in 1680, moft of thofe I 
clubs in Holland, contributed largely to the en- 
riching and endowing at Amfterdam, the col- 
lege of Orange, which is founded alfo for the 
maintenance of orphans, not' only of their own 
fedt, but of others, and the fame has been done 
in other places of Holland. A glorious effect 
of that humane diipofition which ought to influ- 
ence men, notwithftanding all the dilputes about 

religion. I 

As for the Rhynfburghers, they are compofed ( 



of people of many different opinions, who from 
all parts meet at Rhynfburgh, as they did in 
former times at Jerulalem. They afiemble only 
twice a year, namely, at Whitfuntide, and on 
the laft Sunday in Auguft, to partake of the 
Lord’s-Supper $ and whoever leads a regular 
courfe of life according to the feripture precepts, 
may be admitted, whatever opinion he may 
otherwife have, even about the nature and effence 
of the facrament. 

The evening before the communion, they are 
to fpend in felf-examination, in reviewing their 
hearts and lives. Two difeourfes are preached 
before they receive, the firft on the Lord's 
Supper in general, and the fecond on the death 
of Chrift in particular. They likewife explain 
their motives for meeting together in that vil- 
lage, to unite themfelves as Chriflians and bre- 
thren, without diftinction of parties, without 
declaring themfelves, fome for Paul and 
fome for Apqllos, as the Jews celebrated their 
afiemblies in their temples together, not mind- 
ing the difputes between the Pharifees and Sad- 
duces. They deplore the evils which flow from 
fchifms. <c Is it not much better, fay they, to 
admit every Chriftian, who believes the ferip- 
tures, and endeavours to live up to its rules ac-* 
cording to the law of Chrift, we therefore in- 
vite them all to take the communion with us, 
without minding the odious appellations with 
which they are befpattered, and without giving 
any room in our fouls to that gall of bitternefs, 
which moft men look upon as a proof of their 
zeal for the dodtrine of Chrift. ’’ 

Thele, and fuch difeourfes being ended, they 
perform the communion fervice in the fame man- 
ner as the Calvinifts. The alms colledted from 
the faithful, are depofited in the hands of the 
fexton of that village, who gives a receipt, and 
diftributes it to the poor of Rhynfburgh. This 
folemnity is concluded with a thankfgiving fer- 
mon, juft in the fame manner as among the Cal- 
vinifts. 

Next morning they take leave of one another, ' 
with mutual exhortations to perfeverance in the 
true religion and faithful fervice of God. All 
may fpeak, teach or adminifter the lacraments, 
yet their functions are generally performed by 
men who are prepared for it, and appointed 
thereto. 

Next to the Lord’s-Supper, the only remark- 
able ceremony obferved by them, is their bap- 
tifm, of which one of their own members gives 
the following account. The candidate makes 
publickly his profeflion of faith on a Saturday 
in the morning, before aq aflembly of the peo- 
ple held for that purpofe. A difcourfe is deli- 
vered on the nature and excellency of baptifm. 
The minister and candidate go together to a 
. pond behind a houfe belonging to the fedt, 
which, on fome occafions, is ufed as a lodging 
houfe for travellers who have no money to pay 
for refting at the inns. In that pond the cate- 
chumen is baptized by immerfion 5 if he is a 
man he has a waiftcoat and drawers ; if a wo- 
man, a bod dice and petticoat, with leads at the 
bottom, for the fake of decency, which is ra- 
ther neceflary than otherwife. 

The minifter, in the fame drefs as the men 

wear. 
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wear, is alfo in the water and plunges them in it, 
pronouncing, at the fame time, the form ufed 
by moft Chriftian congregations. This being 
over, they put on their cloaths, go back to the 
meeting, and hear an exhortation to perfeverance, 
in complying with the precepts of Chrift. A 
pfalm is fung, and the whole concludes with 
prayer. 

Thefe are the moft lingular cuftoms obferved 
by thofe people, who in Holland are called Col- 
legianters and Rhynlburghers; Some have af- 
ferted, that thefe fecfts are much dimiriifhedj but 
this is only in the outward appearance ; for all 
our modern fecftaries have learned to difiemble 
.better than their anceftors, and that this difguife 
makes fome over credulous, but devoutly in- 



LISH BRETHREN. 

I dined people flatter themfelves with the hopes. 
| that herely and libertinifm lofe ground. But 
probably they are moft in the right, who think 
that the religion of Mammon does get a fupe- 
riority over all. We mu ft, however, fuf- 
pend our judgement, and defire that the grace 
of God may be granted to all mankind. This 
fhould be the pious wifh of ever)' Chriftian who 
defires the falvation of the human race, without 
fpending his time in contentious controverfyi 
which can never minifter to edifying. Talking 
of religion is one thing, obeying its rules in fin- 
cerity is another. Let this mind therefore be in 
us, which was alfo in Chrift Jefus, and let us 
be followers of him as dear children. 







T HESE people are a fort of Unitarians; || 

and in other points of their do6trines 
they may be ranged among the Soci- 
nians ; for they come the neareft to them of any 
fe£t whatever. They are called Polifh, becaule 
they took their rife in Poland, although at pre- 
fent they have churches in many parts of Eu- I 

rope. ^ 1 

They affert, that the dodtrine of the trinity 
deftroys the unity of the godhead, and the fim- I 
plicity of the Supreme Being, adding, that if 
there are three perfons, there may be three hun- 
dred ; and thus a perfect fyftem of Polithe- 
ifm, or a plurality of Gods, is eftablilhed. They 
pretend, likewife, that the texts made ufe of in 
fupport of the trinity, ought to be underftood 
in another fenfe. Thus, when Chrift fays, I 
and the father are one, they lay it means no more 
than that they had oneobjedt in view in the plan 
of man’s redemption. 

As for the incarnation of Chrift and his two 
natures, they believe that dodtrine to be ufelefs 
to mankind, and maintain that it cannot be 
proved by fcripcure. For, fay they, had it been 
necefiary for obcaing eternal happinefs to believe j! 
the myfcery of the incarnation, the bible would j 
have mentioned it as clearly and diftindtly as the 
other truths we are obliged to . profefs openly. 

. J3ut we mu ft not dwell too long on fuch dange- 
rous blafphemies. They fay that God does not 
know before-hand what.will happen to men, and 
that the caufe of predeftination is not in God but 
in man. j 

Chrift’s body was mortal, and therefore it was 
necefiary that he fhould fuffer death in common 
with the reft of .mankind; for like the Arians 

9 J 

and Socinians, they will not acknowledge his j 
divinity. ! 

In the preamble of their difcipline, -they give 1 



• • 

a defination of the Chriftian religion; it is, they 
fay; a rational worfhip, God being the eternal 
reafon, can require nothing unreafonable or ab- 
furd; paid to God through Jefus Chrift, there be- 
ing no other name by which men are faved; in 
fpirit to exclude ceremonies, and in truth to re- 
ject the types and fiiadows of the mofaical law, 
with the hope of an immortal life, becaufe fuch 
a worfhip muft’ ; infnare us with a ftudy of truft ire. 
God's goodnefs tnd expectation of immortality, 
in confideration of our faithful compliance with 
it 

But for this end two things are required ; 
firft, to admit no doctrine but that of the gofpel, 
and to own no other teacher but Chrift. The 
other to raife no building, but upon the founda- 
tion of Chriftianity, that is, the true doctrine of 
Chrift, who is, and ought to be, the theme of all 
thofe who profefs it. Chrift being gone to 
heaven, it became necefiary that in his abfence 
this doctrine fhould be prelerved, and the faith- 
ful governed by wife, pious and learned per- 
fons, who fiiould not be the mafters, fathers, or 
princes of the church ; for there is one only 
father and fovereign, which is God ; one only 
mafter which is Chrift; but they take up the de~ 
pofit of faith, and deliver it to others as they 
received it. Our dependence is not on them but 
on Chrift; we do not obey them but Chrift. 

They ought not to exalt themfelves above 
others, nor ought the faithful to prefer the one to 
the other, out of a bias or prejudice, in favour 
of a particular perfon, to the detriment and in- 
jury offered to another. Such behaviour would 
be a pernicious occafion of ambition in the 
church. Obey thofe who are fet over you, that 
is, fhew them due refpecSt, as being the difpen- 
fers of truth. Submit to this fame doctrine 
they preach, as from Chrift. In a word, the 

church 
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church is a monarchy, and Chrift is its only 
monarch. 

One of their writers divides the whole church 
into fix difFerent parts, of which four are to take 
care of the eccleliaftical policy. 

I. Patrons, orProte£lors of the church. 

If. The Pallors. 

III. The Elders. 

IV. The Deacons. 

The lafir mentioned and the patrons, are to 
provide for the bodily wants 5 the pallors and 
elders are to take care of the fpiritual wants. 

We lhall call thofe patrons or protestors of 
churches, who either build them or keep 
them in decent repair at their own expence. 
Whether they are the firft founders or only carry 
on the work by others. Thofe alfo who pro- 
vide a maintenance for the pallors or elders, 
or raife charitable contributions for the poor 
belonging to a particular church, are confidered 
as props of the church. We detefl anarchy as 
the root of great evils, but we do not allow any 
to ufurp the Supreme authority, which belongs 
only to Chrift. 

The protestors and pallors mud, or ought 
mutually, to fupport and pay a deference to each 
other, and all unanimouOy confenr, with joint 
endeavours, to promote the glory of God, and 
the caufe of religion. Pallors are the mini Iters 
of Chrift, and difpenfers of the myfteries of 
God. They hold che rudder of the ecclefiaftical 
commonwealth, and watch for the fafety of the 
church, along with the elders, and the other 
members of the confiftory. The pallors are all 
equal; their age and labour may draw relpe£t and 
veneration, but do not give them any arbitrary 
authority. The young ones mull pay great re- 
gard to thofe advanced in years ; but they ought 
not to take occafion from thence to behave haugh- 
tily to their younger brethren. Age and expe- 
rience mull have fome weight, when it promotes 
the intereft of the church, but the advice of the 
younger inuft not be defpifed, when by com- 
mon confent their counfels are found both profit- 
able and adapted to the ftate of the brethren. 

Such is the account that thefe people give of 
themfelves ; and were their doctrines equal to 
their difeipline, we ftiould not have much reafon 
to find fault with them. But to hear the name 
of Chrift fo often mentioned with terms of re- 
fpeSl, by thofe very men who mock at his media- 
torial office, and defpife all his glories, we 
are led to lay with the pfalmift. All men are 

liars . 

Their elders are deferibed as perfons of known 
probity, and great experience, who are jointly 
commiffioned to govern the church. Age and 
riches are not confidered in that choice, but 
virtue and abilities. The funSlions of deacons 
are well known ; they are the treafurers of their 
refpe Stive churches, and are to give an exaSt 
account of what they receive for the maintenance 
of widows, orphans, and other poor. 

Thefe are the duties of the four orders, who 
o-overn the policy of their churches. 

70 The chufing or ordaining of pallors belongs to 
the fynod or aftembly, who meet by authority of 



their church, in order to examine representatives 
on this important occafion. Elders and deacons 
are chofen in the lame manner. A good life and a 
folid judgment, are the chief qualities required 
in elders, preferably to learning. Their piety is 
a tacit condemnation of vice, and hinders its 
progrefs. A folid underftanding helps them in 
giving advice, and compofing differences. Dea- 
cons like wile may perform their duties without 
learning. Good fenfe and a good confidence, 
vvirh tried fidelity, are the only neceffary difipofi- 
tions to that office. 

When a pallor has a call, his eleStion and 
ordination, is performed in the following man- 
ner. 

Whether this be done in a general convoca- 
tion of the faithful, or in private and before a 
fmall affembly, prayers and a fermon, with 
pfalms, are requifite, as in the Sunday's office. 
They begin with Ringing and prayer; the faithful 
are warned and difpofed by an exhortation, to the 
ceremony. The fermon is always concerning 
the duties of a pallor, which being ended, three 
pallors rife from their feats, and go to the perfon 
who is to be ordained, and who at that time is 
kneeling. They lay their hands upon him, and 
hold them on his head till prayers are ended. 
Thefe prayers being finilhed, and the ordained 
perfon ftill kneeling, one' of the three pallors de- 
fires the faithful to pray for him. Then all kneel, 
and conclude the ceremony with Tinging a pfalm 
fuitable to the occafion. 

The fermon includes the mutual duties of paf- 
tors and elders, with thofe fubfifting between 
them and their flocks. The union that fhould 
be found among them, which is not to be a 
blind obedience, or fiavilh, the pallors ruling 
like fathers with patience. That they prefer 
the intereft and welfare of the flock to all other 
confiderations, ferving the church with joy and 
freedom, not as mercenary hired fervants, but 
giving good examples in order to enforce their 
inftrutlions, and avoiding to be concerned in 
temporal affairs, and worldly cafes, left their 
more efiential duties fhould be neglected. 

Paftoral functions confift in preaching, ad- 
miniftering the facrament, viliting the lick, ex- 
horting and praying for the faithful. Preaching 
is one of the chief parts of their difeipline. 
Prayers and pfalms, which are faid and fung be- 
fore and after fermon, raifes their hearts to the 
moft elevated pitch of devotion, and inflame their 
minds with devout zeal. The inftru<ftions are 
to be, 

Firft, without any ftiew of erudition, wholly 
tending to edification. 

Secondly, without difputes, and nothing to 
be mentioned in them but what is necelfary to 
falvation. 

Thirdly, without eloquence, or any orna- 
ment by flowers of Ipeech, or any choice or fine 
expreflions. 

Fourthly, without confufion, clear and me- 
thodical, the arguments conclufive, earneftly 
moving finners to repentance. 

Laftly, without enlarging much on particular 
topics. 

All their notions concerning divine things 
are very loofe and carnal, and it, may be jufUy 

" . faid 
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faidof them, that they have no more than the 
outfide of religion. 

As they deny all fort of myfleries in religion, 
fo they make very little ufeof the bible but to 
their purpofe. 

In celebrating the facramcnt of the Lord’s 
Supper, they are plain and fimple. They fit- 
round a table covered with a linen cloth, on 
which is placed feme bread, cut into fmall 
pieces, and an empty chalice, into which the 
deacon pours fome wine ; all this is decently co- 
vered till the hour of communion fer vice. 

The paftor Hands at the table, and having ad- 
miniftered the communion to the others, he then 
takes it himfelf fitting. Exhortation, prayer, 
and finging of pfalms accompany this ceremony, 
which ends with a general bleHing. 

They rejeCt infant baptifin, nor will they ad- 
mit any to that facramcnt, till they have made 
a profefiion of their faith. When they meet for 
that purpofe, the paftor explains the effeCts, ex- 
cellencies, and dignity of baptifm ; makes an 
exhortation to the candidates, and defires that 
God will baptize them with his holy fpiric. 
When all the people prefen t have laid Amen, 
the paftor goes into the water, and thole who 
are to be baptized, go in lilcewife and kneel. 
The minifter then fays, cc I baptize thee with 
water, in the name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft •, and may the Lord Jefus 
baptize thee with his holy fpiric. ” While he 
pronounces thefe words, he puts one hand on the 
head, and another on the chin of the perfons to 
be baptized, and dips them. Fie then comes 
out of the water, and a pfalm is lung, and the ; 
whole concludes with prayer. I 

In the funerals of the Polifh Brethren, the 
following ceremonies are obferved. The re- 
lations of the deceafed are left to their choice, 
to bury either in church-yards, or any where 
elfej for they confider that as an indifferent 
thing. 

The body of the deceafed is placed in its cof- 
fin, at the door, or in the ground-room of the 
houfe, till the time of burial. The paftor then 
begins a pfalm, andfings it with the faithful pre- 
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fent. Fie then preaches a fiemioh, to comfort 
the relations for their lots, and to exhort them 
to reft eft on the uncertainty and ill or t duration 

p 

of human life. Then prayers are faid, but not 
for the deceafed, for they never pray for the 
dead. All tins being over, rhe afiembly go out* 
and the paftor, ftanaing at the door, takes leave * 
of tlie company in the name of the deceafed. 
Before the body is put into the ground, another 
exhortation is made, accompanied with a fhort 
encomium on the virtues of die deceafed, which 
is generally a piece of fuifome flattery. The ce- 
remony is concluded by eating and drinking; 
Wine is given in plenty to thofe who honour 
the funeral with-their prefence, to drown for row, 
as is the cuftom of all the northern countries, 
and as it was with many nations of old. 

From what has been faid of thefe people, it 
appears plainly, that they are a compound of 
Arianifm and Socinianifm. There is.no doubt 
but they think they do God good lervice, by 
inventing a new fcheme of religion $ nor is there 
lefs doubt but that they look with the mod fo- 
vereign contempt, on all thofe who differ from 
them in fentiment. We have our Saviour’s au- 
thority to after c, that many fhall fay unto him. 
Lord, Lord, have we not call out devils in thy 
name, and in thy name done wonderful things ; 
but he will fay unto them, depart from me, I 
know you not, ye workers of iniquity. It would 
be happy for mankind, were they to attend more 
to the fpiric and pov/er of religion than to the 
externals. But human nature lias been the fame 
in all ages, and will be the fame to the laft. 

We fhall conclude with one remark, which 
we do not remember ever to have heard made* 
and that is, that the numerous feefts to be met 
with, all profeffing Chriftianity, and yet all in 
one thing or other, differing concerning its molt 
important articles, are a proof of its authenticity. 
Were there no real coin in the world, there would 
be none counterfeited $ and had not Chriftianity 
been a Divine inftitution' we fhonld not have 
found fo many men, from motives of intereft or 
pride, fetting up new imitations of the genuine 
original. 
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B Y Deifts, is meant, thofe who acknow- 
ledge the being of one God, but deny 
all fupernaturai revelation. 

We fhall confider them in a two-fold light $ 
firft, as to their principles in general $ and, 
fecondly, their prefent ft ate in Europe. 

The generality of mankind know no difference 
between Deifts and Atheifts, yet they are widely 
different ; net to fay it is hard, even next to an 
impoflibility, that there fhould beany realAthe- 

58 



ifts. The exiflence of a fnprerhe Being is fo evi- 
dently proved, the diftingui filing characters of 
good and evil, and their confequences are fa 
deeply engraved in the confidence of every rnan, 
that they cannot entirely throw off the notion of 
a God. Accordingly, we find that the mo ft 
unpolifhed and barbarous nations have always 
entertained fome belief of a godhead, and can- 
not be looked upon as Atheifts. The fame muft 
be faidof the Chinefe, of the inhabitants of Ja- 

8 M -pan* 




ft 9 1 6 HISTORY of DEISM. 

pan, and of all idolators : for though Tertullian had a body, and that there are no fubftance 

fays truly that there is no God, if he is not one •, merely fpiritual. 5 

yet it does not follow that all thofe who worfhip- Pontian of Hattem had been a minifter of 
ped more than one, thought that there was | Zealand, in the foggy air of which country he 

nonc * b invented the fyftem afterwards publifhed by his 

Atheifm then is a chimera, but Deifrn is not difciple Woatelaer, who lived at Amfterdam be- 

fo ; to own the being of one God, to worfhip him* yond the age of thirty-four, and vented his doc- 

yet foas to embrace, out of policy, what religion trine whilft he fold linen. In the clandefline aft 

foever is moft in vogue, and favoured by the go- femblies which he held, he entertained his au- 

vernment, is as natural to the general bent of man- dience with the following unintelligible paradoxes' 

kind, as to live under that government as long as 

our affairs require it, or our inclination leads us. i. Every criminal thought, word, or addon h 
As for thofe, if there be any fuch, whofe princi- the effeft of fin ; fin is a privation of God ? of 
pies are deftrudtive of public fociety, they might foul, of life, it is the death of the foul ; who- 

be thought to go beyond Deiim ; but either they ever is forry for a bad thought or defire/ is not 

are not ierious in their lav/lefs fchemes, which if | forry that he is a finner, but that his fins*are dil- 

fuccefsful, would prove their own ruin, as well as | covered, and that God has made him know the 

of the reft of mankind ; or rather they a£l againft (late in which he is. 

their own knowledge, to acquire an empty repu- z. Owning criminal thoughts, words, or ac- 
tation of fenlelefs wit. ... tions, is not a confefiion of fins * on the contrary. 

On the other fide, both in civil and ecclefiafti- ( it is a denial of being a finner, fince it is a denial 

cal focieties, feveral are acculed of Deifrn, who if of being dead ; for to be dead and to be a finner is 

are no ways guilty of it •, and the more they com- one and the fame thing. 

plain of fuch ufage, all their proteftations ferve 3. All Tinners are equally dead, being all 
only to ftrengthen the prejudice conceived againft equally finners •, fin may ftiew itfelf in one^more 
them. Thus an indifferency as to the various than another *, but it is efiential to man, whoever 
opinions which divide chriftendom, too extenfive is a (inner this day, fhall not be more fo tomor- 
a toleration of all fefts, perfuafions of divers kinds, row: the action of man is not to be called iin 
fuch as thofe of the Baptifts, Socinians, Re- that appellation belongs only to his ftate of death! 
monftrants, &c. Even too much freedom in cen- 4. A dtions therefore do not make the finner * 
faring the faults of churchmen, and the quibbles but they are fins only, becaufe lie was a finner 

of the fchoois, are looked upon as the worft fort firft; fin is the death of man, the aeftions are only 

©f Deifrn by fiery zealots, or over-fcrupulotis his corruption, fuch corruption as manifefts itfelf 

Chriftians. when bodies are naturally dead. 

But the fe£t we are now giving an account of, 5. Works, good or bad, do not change a man ; 
is of ' a mixt Deifrn, as is evident by their tenets. they only fliew whether he be good or bad, as 
The founders of it, were Pontian of Hattem, and fruits change not the tree. 

another Dutchman named Woutelaer, who, they 6* God is immutable, and fuffers no change in 
fay, added fome of their own notions to the fyftem regard to us, not even by our moft criminal ac- 

pf Spinoia, and interlarded the whole with fome tions. 14 He is not angry at man becaufe he has 

myftical opinions of the Pietifts. This feci of finned, but man finned becaufe God was angry 
Hattem ftiii meets, but with fo much privacy, with him.” Satan fays, Man has finned, °let 
that no one is admitted to their aflemblies, uniefs him bepunifhed/* God fays, «« Man is a finner, 
he can give evident proofs of his being a trufty that is, he is dead, I muft raife him to life.” No 
member of their fociety. This precaution is ne- man can be pleafing to God, till after his renun- 
cefiary to avoid the grievous penalties inflifted ciation. 

upon them by an edi< 5 t of the ftates of Holland 7. From thence he concludes, that they who 
and Weft-Friefland, which orders, that they condemn their brethren are like the devil, and 
fhall be banifhed or caft into prifon, and feverely thofe who are merciful to them referable God. 
punifhed as enemies to virtue, to divine worfhip, Man is dead by fin, aflions which are bad are the 
and diflurbers of the public peace ; that their corruption flowing effentially from death : to be 
books fhall be luppreffed, and the authors, prin- angry at bad aflions is as extravagant, as to be 
ters and publifhers proceeded againft as directed angry at a dead corpfe for ftinking. 
in the edift about Spinoflfm. 8. He calls Chrift Peacemaker. If is foolifh to 

Our curious readers may find a full account of enquire what faith a man profefTes ; there is but 
.Baruch or Benedift Spinofa in Bayle’s Diflionary, one faith. <c Whoever thinks himielf juft is quiet, 
to which may be added his life, publifhed by Max- ( he refts, and works no more j his repofe is the 
imilian Lucas, one of his difciples ; he was born [j effect of his faith. Thofe who do not enjoy reft, 
at Amfterdam, fon of a Portuguefe Jew : His and go on with works, and do not think them- 
bold explications of fcripture occafioned his being felves juft yet, but endeavour it, thofe divide 
excommunicated, and caft out of the iynagogue ; themfelves into fedls,. as Catholics, Mennonites, 
to avoid their perfecutions, after they had ob- I Socinians, Arminians, &c. they even belong to 
tained his banifhment, he. retired to Rhynfburgh, religions entirely oppofite to Chriflianity, as Ju- 
xhen to Voorburgh, and laftly to the Hague, where daifrn, Mahometanifm, and Paganifm ; yet all 
be died.. Lucas praiies much his morals, as to thefe diviflons make no difference among them ; 
his forgiving injuries, outward neatnefs, and dif- they, are all. alike, fays Hattem^, they condemn 
intereftednefs. Chrift, crucify him over again, and . make him a 

He feems likewife, .by a converfation which liar and an . impoftor.” 

Lucas relates, to have been of opinion, that Gad 9. Three perfons are one Godj who denies one, 

denies 
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denies all three. Jews, Mahometans* and Soci- 
nians deny the Ton, who is the fecond perfon of 
the trinity ; therefore they reject God, therefore 
they are Atheifts. Catholics, Mennonites and 
Arminrans are Atheifts, fays Hattem, becaufc 
they are not at reft in quiet, but take pains to give 
God glory, and to do his will. 

10. God alone can do his own will, man wor- 
fhips him and does his will only paffively, by re- 
ceiving his impreftions, See. Then all religion is 
Only pafTive. 

11. Whoever pretends to any other but this 
•paftive religion is an Atheift, by calling the will 
of God any other will but that of the creator. 

12. All thofe who believe that God has within 
himfelf a law which men are required by God and 
obliged to fulfil, are Atheifts and Idolaters ; be- 
eaule all religion confiding in this being paftive, 
it mu ft be a wild and vain imagination, to pretend 
that religious worfhip confifts in obeying laws, 
fuppofed to flow from God. 

15. Then he concludes no one can believe in 
God, unlcls he is infenfible, immoveable, and has 
no defires. 

14. They have no faith in God, who are dif- 
pleafed at any thing that happens *, who are not 
satisfied either with their own conduct, or that of 
Others ; who think, they can do more, be more 
holy and happy, and enjoy a more defirable (late. 

1 5. So that whoever defires to be any thing elfe 
than what he is, does not believe in God, even 
though he fhould wifii a ficlc perfon to recover, 
or a drunkard to leave off drunlcennefs : cenfures 
and punifhments, repentance, defires and endea- 
vours of amendment are ufelefs *, men by fuch 
fentiments refift the will of God, and become in- 
flexible to it, and confequently are without true 
faith and Atheifts. 

16. This indifference ought, according to Hat- 
tem, to make a true faithful equally fatisfied whe- 
ther virtue or vice is predominant in himfelf or 
others ; paflivenefs and quiet will be his only vir- 
tues, thefe will keep him even from knowing 
evil, and render him pleafing to God the creator, 
whom by the firft article of the creed we are to 
believe. 

17. The adtions of men are their fruits, and 
are luch as thofe who do them : good fruits can- 
not be expedted from bad trees, men are effentially 
bad ; it is therefore a wicked oppofition to the 
will of God, to require good fruits, good actions, 
from men. 

18. The fon is the word of God and his wif- 
dom, our prophet and dodtor, See. all theexpref- 
fions of feripture teach us, that believing in him 
confifts in receiving his teftimony as infallible. 
Now the teftimony of the Son of God is that the 
will of God is not in precepts, that our adtions 
are not the obedience we owe him : we obey by 
faith, and the will of God is his eternal decree. 
We are neither better nor worfe by our adtions. 

19. The corruption of man is according to 
Cod’s will, man is naturally dead, naturally 
wicked, naturally damned, &c. yet our works 
are the works of the fon of God, by which we 
know we are finners, dead, without foul, without 
God, in a word perfedt atheifts, &c. 

ao. But a true Faithful is not forryfor his fins, 
he owns (hem 9 humbles himfelf in the fight of I 
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God* acknowledges that he is dead, and that as 
fuch lie can only fpread infedtion, (commit fins) 
and this is all the repentance and confeflion requi- 
red . So fays Hattem* and adds ct That no one 
believes in the Son of God, but owns that he 
rejedts the divinity * to own a God is to deny that 
one is dead.” Who can underftand this nonfenfe ? 
and what dreadful confequences flow from, fuch 
principles ? 

21. The love of God and our neighbour does 
not confift in adtions. This would be a denial of 
God’s juftice * and prove only as a difguife of our 
hating the Supreme Being. 

22. The love of God confifts in faith, and that 
is fhewed by being pleafed with the punifhments 
he inflidts, and thofe are our bad adtions. Proba- 
bly Hattem himfelf did not underftand his own 
expreftions. 

23. The Faithful alone are filled, glad, and 
content. See. All is the work of God, therefore 
every thing pleafes them : they are always perfedt, 
becaufe they are fuch as God thought fit they 
fhould be. Their works are their punifhment, 
they own it and thus are juftified : they alone are 
the regenerate children of God, his heirs, arid 
are intimately united to him by the molt tender 
affection * which Hattem and molt Myftics exprefs 
after the model of Solomon’s Canticle by* the 
molt endearing words employed in love affairs. 

Thefe are the chief tenets of Hattem, a ft range 
jumble of Quiet ifm and other herefies, with 
which, no doubt, our readers are fufflciently 
tired : Thefe fedtaries were aceufed of Atheifm 
and libertinifm, and no wonder ; they fuppofed 
every body elfe to be Atheifts, and by reta- 
liation the fame was objedted to them : again, it 
was reported that they enlifted men in the devil’s 
name, and made them fwallow, in a glafs of wine, 
a paper with the word devil wrote upon it that 
their teachers were wizards, and ufed conju- 
rations , which calumnies, if we believe this 
their apologift, had the defired fuccefs in redu- 
cing the Platte mites to fly their country, or to ab- 
fcond. We muft not omit letting our readers 
know that Pontian of Hattem had frequented the 
Cocceian fchools. 

Some pretended wits who have lately renewed 
in Holland the fyftem of the foul of the world, 
and the eternity of both, might with juftice be rec- 
koned Spinofifts and Deifts more than Hattem* 
One of them indeed pretends to be far from a 
Spinofift, by eftablifhing fome difference betwixt 
God and nature. The fame writer maintains alfo, 
that the Trinity is only three modifications of the 
fupreme Being ; that extention is effential to God, 
and is the fecond perfon ; that creation is from all 
eternity. Sc c. He and fome others, namely one 
Deurhof, have had fome followers, and held, as 
they do flill, fome affemblies, in a very private 
manner, to avoid the pcrfecutions which the ma- 
giftrates might make againft them. 

The antierit and modern wits have always endea- 
voured to bring into contempt the religions fettled 
in every country ; but never thought fit to break 
fociety upon that account with the reft of .man- 
kind. And after all their arguments, have been 
forced at laft to own the neceflity of fome religion, 
not only to keep men in awe, and out of fear, 
but becaufe they were convinced of the being of 

a, God- 
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a God by dint of d c mo nfl ration ; when forced fo 
tar, they have denied revelation, yet could not 
avoid acknowledging that God might reveal lsirn- 
fclf by fume means or other, that being fo much 
above our reach of underfiranding, ids autho- 
rity mud overcome all objections ; thus thefe 
libertines, Deifts, pretended wits, with their bold 
inquiries, are reduced to own the weaknefs of 
their Loaded rcafonings, and to humble the ru- 
le] vos under the powerful hand of God. 

They ought likewife to be reckoned Deifts, who 
believe that all religions are equally agreeable to 
God, piovided they are not oppofite to the laws 
of nature. God they fay loves variety in religious 
worfhip *, but if he has revealed any religion, 
that only can be agreeable which he has preferibed; 
and how can man know, without revelation, 
what exterior worfhip is acceptable to the fupreme 
Being ? They alfo muft be deemed Deills, who, 
as Tolanc! and Woolfton, under pretence of 
crying down fu perdition, have attacked religion 
itfelf, as being loaded with antient errors, antient 
frauds, antient lies, which by length of time 
have been taken for truths, and which the old 
heathenifh Romans highly prized; and I wifh, fays 
Toland, I might not be forced to lay that Chrif- 
tians do likewife. Superftition is no doubt a great 
evil, fables and ftorics have brought religion into 
difrepute, and cannot be countenanced by any 
rational man, unlefs adtuated by avarice, ambition, 
ignorance, or an over-credulous fear: We mult 
then conclude, that a truly religious man renders 
to God what is due to him, fubmits himfelf, and 
the whole extent of reafon, to his infallible word *, 
adores him in fpirit and truth ; loves him, with- 
out fervile fear, out of gratitude, and duty ; ex- 
pedts all good from his bountiful hand *, ddpifes 
the terrors of death ; and rejedts all falfe notions 
of an inexorable fate. 

We come now to confider the prefent (late of 
Deifm in Europe, with its caufes and confe- 
quences. 

In Italy almoft all the learned are Deifts, except 
the clergy, whofe intereft it is to be otherwife. 
The Italian Deifts are however arrant hypocrites, 
for they conceal their real fentiments while at 
home, and go regularly to confeftlon and mafs. 
However, when any of them come into Protef- 
tant countries, they pull off the mafk, and con- 
demn the whole of Chriftianity. 

In France they are more numerous than in 
Italy, and many of them have written confider- 
able works, but then it muft be remembered, that 
they get their works printed in Holland. There 
is not, that we know of, one polite French author 
in the prelent age but is a Dei ft ; and we are for ry 
ro add, that the worft of their books are tranflated 
into our language, and many of them have been 
recommended by a noble lord, more celebrated 
for what is vulgarly called wit, than for either 
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virtue or piety. Some of thefe books Lav 
brought into our ft. hooks, and the youth of buih 
fexes" have greedily drank the deadly pdsbi-. 
What is here faid, the author knows to be true , 
for going one day to vifu a young pcrlbn to whom 
he was guardian, he heard the dancing-mailer re- 
commend fome of thefe deiftieal books. Fired 
with indignation, he threatened to take the peiTon 
under his care, together with five more, away from 
the ichool, which had fuch a good effect, that the 
books never made their appearance. 

As for the caufes which promote Deifm in Ro- 
man Catholic countries, we iliall now confider 
them, bccaufe they differ much from what is at- 
tended with the fame effects among Pro toft-ants. 
And here we are extremely happy in being a flitted 
by the German traveller Keyflcr. 

E.ery one knows, fays Mr. Keyflcr, that no 
books in defence of the Protcftant religion, are 
permitted to be fold in Roman Catholic countries. 
Now as thefe men of learning read the Bible * in 
the original, and as they are well acquainted with 
the fathers and church fnftory, fo they are con- 
vinced that the Romifti church at prefent, has no 
connection with what it was at the time of the 
emperor Conftantine the Great. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances they have no Proteftams to converfe 
with, nor have they an opportunity of perufmg 
fuch elaborate treatifes as have been written asainft 
the pope and church of Rome. 

Thus left in the dark, the poifon finks deep into 
their minds; their prejudices become ftrong, and 
although they dare nor openly mock the priefts 
and their trumpery, yet they let.retly del pile them, 
and in their writings let lode again ft them all the 
effufions of wit, and the virulence of fatire. In 
vain are thefe men referred to the writings of Pro- 
teftants, when they come into countries where 
they can be procured. Thefe prejudices have 
funk too deep, they fhut the eyes of their uncler- 
ftanding, and unfortunately it happens, that moft 
of our controverfial writings are not the moft en- 

This is undoubtedly much to be la- 
mented, but we have many things to lament that 
cannot eafily be remedied. Such are the caufes 
which promote Deifm in the Roman Catholic 
countries, and let us now fee what are the efredts. 

A difregard for Divine revelation fir ft leads to 
a fettled levity of temper, and that levity gradually 
carries on the perfon' to pay but little regard to 
moral duties, although they profefs themielves to 
be profeftors of natural religion. They loath 
every thing that is ferious, becaufe they have 
found the Romifli priefts to be erroneous. They 
have not that ftrength of mind to confider that 
the truth is not loft, though many importers have 
done all in their power to da-ken it. Devotion is 
confidered with them as a trilie, aid their conduct, 
as well as their con venation, poifons the rifing 
generation. 
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* In this place we mult beg leave to recommend to our readers a Work lately pablillicd, which we behove 10 he the moft 
literal and correft tranfiation of the Holy Scriptures now extant. We have extracted the following general account of it from 
the title-page, &c. and heartily recommend the Work itfelf to every Chriftian family : 

FAMILY BIBLE ; The cheapeft ever offered to the Public : Elegantly printed in a large folio volume, embelllfhcd with 
capital engravings, efteemed the moft uniform and elegant fet of Copper-plates ever given with a Work of the kind, price 
il. 16s. handfomely bound: 

The BISHOPS' BIBLE; 

Containing the Sacred Texts of the Old and New Tcftament, explained and iliuftrated with Notes theological, hifto- 
ncal, critical, and practical : being the joint labours of Theodore Beza, John Knox, and others of our zealous Reformers, 
jJifliops, &c. Printed for ALEX. HOGG, No. 1 6, Pater-Nojlcr Row, Louden. 

To accommodate fuch whofe circumftances or inclinations hinder them from buying th zBifoop's Family Bible complete 
at once, it is divided into 60 Sixpenny Numbers, andmayftill be had by one or two numbers at a time, including the fort; 
olegant and uniform Copper-plates, which are lntnoftcally worth more than one fhilling each. 
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Let us now confider the ftate of Deifm in our fenfible of what is here advanced, and therefore 
country, with its caufes and confequences. in his philofophy of hiftory he has recourfe to - 

The firft Deiftical writer that ever appeared in another way of argument. 

England, was lord Herbert of Cherbury, a great Bolingbroke was grofs in his attacks* riierely 
ftatefman, and brother to the pious George Her- becaufe he had dece&ed fome hypocritical, mi- 
bert, author of the Divine Poems. This learned nifters 9 but Voltaire was fly and artful, be- 
nobleman, in his early youth, contracted the mod caufe he knew that the only way to undermine the • 
inveterate prejudices againft the Chriflian reli- Chriftian fyftem was to aft in a double, concealed 
gion, and the caufe feems to have been the fol- manner. This naturally leads us to confider the 
lowing. When his lordfhip was a young man at concluding part of the argument, by pointing 
the univerfity of Oxford, he faw many melan- out thole modern practices which promote Deifm 
choly inftanccs of the abufe of clerical power, in in the fljefent age. 

the bifhops of the eftablifhed church perfecuting It may 1 'eem perhaps ftrange to thofe who have 
the Puritans.. He knew that this was contrary not given themfelves much trouble to think, 
to the fpirit of the gofpel, and here was the rock that men, who have had the advantages of a li- 
upon which he lplic. Had he confidered things beral education, who have invefti gated, every 
in a calm, difpaffionate manner, he would have part of civil and ecclefiaftical hiftory, who know 
been led to believe that the unworthy conduCt the tempers and difpofltions of men, who are 
of corrupt priefts fhould never injure the caufe of not in the leaft unacquainted with thofe evi- 
Chriftianity,* on the contrary, it feems rather to dences which fupport divine revelation 9 we fay, 
eftablifti it, for if there was no truth in Chrifti- it may feem ftrange, that fuch men fhould rejeCt 
anity, why fo many impoftors from time to time, the Chriftian lyftem. But there are caufes, 
attempting to impofe, under that facred name, which although little underftood, yet really, 
upon mankind ? exift. 

His fentiments, however, took the wrong bias. And firft, the conduCt of many of our clergy 
and he confidered the whole of Chriftianity as a contributes towards promoting Deifm. The cold 
cheat, and yet this nobleman was one of the | and indifferent manner in which they perform their . 
moft arrant enthufiafts in the world. duty, the little regard they pay to the paftoral 

The next deiftical writer was the famousHobbs I care, and above all, their avaricious difpofitions 

of Malmefbury, who oppofed Chriftianity in open the mouths of blafphemers, ana induce 
confequence of having read fome treatifes written them boldly to tell the clergv, that if they were 
on abfolute predeftination. He faid, that if God not impoftors, they would act in the fame manner 
had appointed all things, confequently mankind as they taught. 

laboured under an invincible neceffity In this Again, in the ftcond place, the wicked lives 
inftance, perhaps, Hobbs was not a fool, at leaft of thofe who make pretenfions to high attain- 
he afted confiftent with the nature of the ments in religion, ferve much towards the pro- 
principles laid down by the Predeftinarians 9 and moting of Deifm. The Deifts have learned 
we will venture to affirm, that no man can be- what is afterted in the New Teftament, namely* 
lieve that doftrine, without admitting of a ne~ that every Chriftian is a new creature. Now as 
cefiity. And if a neceffity is once admitted, thefe high pretenders to religion are fo far from 
then there is an end of all exhortation, becaufe being better in their converfation than they were 
the freedom of the human will is deftroyed. before they affumed this new charafter, confe- 

But the moft ftriking cafe we fhall mention quently they tell them that their religion is no 

is that of lord Bolingbroke, and we may venture more than a fyftem of impofition 9 for, fay they, 

to affirm, that it applies to almoft all the cafes unlefs religion ferves to make us better than we 

in Deifm during the prefent age. were before, where is the neceffity for a change ? 

Bolingbroke had been brought up in the houfe Here the Deifts do not confiderthat all merepre- 

of his grandfather, fir Henry St. John, who tenders to religious attainments, have no religion 

was lord keeper of the great feal under Oliver at all 9 whereas, the life of the real Chriftian is 

Cromwell. The young man was of a lively dif- hid with Chrift in God. They fliould confider 

pofition, but there were feldom lefs than thirty the tendency of religion, and not the condudt 

diffenting minifters at his grandfather’s table of its corrupt profelTors. Let them fay, is 

every day. it of divine original ? then let me embrace it. 

The young man faw into the duplicity of fome although I fhall be obliged to fit down in this 

of thefe, he became tired of their infignificant world with hypocrites, and be ranked among 

exhortations and more than mock prayers. He many thoufands of thofe, who, profefling the: 

imagined that the Prefbyterian minifters vifited name of Chrift, would put him to death were 

his grandfather with no other view befides that he to come in the flefh a lecond time, as the 

of filling their pockets and their bellies, while Jews of old did. 

their poor at home were not confidered. And is Thirdly, as there is not a Angle crime that 
this Chriftianity faid he? then let me be a Hea- can difgrace human nature, but has been corn- 

then. We are forry to fay that his lordfhip was as mitted by thofe men who are called religious, 

good as his word 9 for he had no fooner com- fo our poor, unthinking, young gentlemen, who 

pleated his ftudies, than he undertook to pub- have received a good education, look upon thet 

lifh a work in order to prove the falfity of the whole Chriftian religion as a cheat. The confe- 

Mofaical hiftory. It is certain, that his lordfhip’s quences flowing from all thefe baneful principles 

treatife on that fubjeft is one of the moft feeble are many, but we fhall only take notice of a 

in argument that ever yet was attempted. That few. 

celebrated deift Voltaire, with all his errors, was H Firft, as men are led to confider religion with 
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contempt, fo they pay little regard to moral du- jj When any apparent miftake in natural philo- 
ties; and w'e have thoufands of Deifts amongft fophy is objected to the fcriptures, the anfwer 
Ijs, who know not the meaning of the word, commonly given is, inmy opinion, ftronger than 
Td deipife religion is no new thing, for ever the objection, according to the views of the d if- 
firtce man loft his original righteoufnefs, he has jj putants on either ftde ; that thefe things, being 
had a ftronger defire to evil than to good, j incidental only, are fpoken ad captum hunianum, 
Strange contradiction inhuman nature, to pre- I and accommodated to the underftandings of thofe, 
fer mifery to happinefs; for men to fet their to whom they were only delivered; though, J 
oWn knowledge up as fuperior to that of God. confeis, it would be a much more comfortable 

A fecond confequence is, that men negleCt, in anfwer, if it could be laid, and proved, that the 
general, all thofe duties they owe to their fami- jj things objected to are true. 

lies; why fhould a man labour in this world who j When Freethinkers ground themfelves upon 
has no hopes in death. The believer looks upon any improbable, or, as they will call it, incredi- 
hlmfelf as an accountable being ; the Deift, ble or ablurd relation, there is no anfwering 
notwithftanding his pretenfions to a belief of a them without bringing together, and laying be- 
future ftate of rewards and punifhments, dies fore them, the whole evidence that ferves for 
without hope ; not giving himfelf an opportunity j fupporting revelation ; which, when poiied in 
to enquire, or time to confider things in a pro- the fcale againft all objections of this kind that 
per manner. He forms his notions of Chrifti- J ever have been made, in my opinion, may cer- 
anity not from the religion itfelf,. but from the jj tainly outweigh them ; but, the misfortune is,- 
wicked lives of corrupt profeftbrs, (j the objection glares, can be taken in by a very 

A ferious enquirer after truth would never! moderate capacity, and requires no learning* 
feek for information but at the fountainhead . 1 and but little attention to comprehend it; where - 
Tie would go to the lacred Scriptures; and! as, without Jong ftudy, great learning, clofe at- 
having examined the evidences which fupport tention, and a difpaftionate and unprejudiced ex- 
them, he would reft fatisfied, and leave falfe amination, the evidence for revelation cannot be 
profeflors to anfwer to God. We ftiall conclude collected and weighed. Whoever therefore lets 
this article concerning the Deifts, in the words in the ftrength of the objection, and, for want 
of the late pious and learned lord prefident of learning or attention, not to fpeak of natural 
Forbes, a gentleman who faw deeply into hu- prejudices,- either cannot, or will not give him- 
man nature, and who defeated the Deifts with felf the trouble to colleCfc and weigh the proofs 
weapons they were unacquainted with. on the other fide, muft neceflarily give it againft 

<c Atheifm, Deilin, and the whole train of opi- revelation, and fortify himfelf in his incredulity, 
nions that attend what is commonly called Free- And to this it is owing that all thofe, who, in 
thinking, flow from a fettled difbelief and con- this indolent and luxurious age, pretend to po~ 

tempt of revelation. litenefs, and aim at knowledge, and the reputa- 

This belief is, in a great meafure, owing to tion of underftanding and fcience, without any 
the want of a fair and unprejudiced examination interruption to their pleafures or purfuits, take 
of the numerous and various proofs and evi- up with objections againft revelation, without 
derices, that fupport the truth and authority of the painful examination of the evidence that 
the fcriptures. fupports it, look down with contempt on be- 

But it is chiefly grounded on a firm perfuafion, lievers, as a parcel of prejudiced enthufiafts, and 
chat human underftanding is a fufHcient guide to inlift themfelves with Freethinkers, as the ho- 
man, and the teft and meafure of all matters of nefteft, wifeft fet of men living, 
belief ; fb that we are at liberty, hay indeed And when men, carried by pleafures, or funk 

bound, to rejeCt whatever does not anfwer thole in indolence, fettle once upon thefe notions, every 

notions, which, by what we call reafoning, we inftitution, ordinance, or ceremony, appointed 
have fixed. in feripture, for which Chriftians cannot, or do 

That modern difeoveries, the fruit of genius not, aflign an adequate ufe or end, becomes frelh. 
and. application only, have fixed and determined matter of objection, and tends to rivet-and con- 
co a certainty the laws and caufes of the princi- firm infidelity. 

pal operations, and phenomena of nature, which This facility of receiving and taking up with 
were wholly unknown to the antients, and mif- I objections, and the criminal indolence and neg~ 
taken by the authors of the books which are leCt of thofe who do not ’give themfelves the. 
received as revelation. trouble to examine, with due care, the merits 

That therefore thefe books, fo far as they give of the anfwer, has been long complained of, 
accounts of nature, contrary to experience, and and lamented by all who wifh well to mankind, 
deiuonftration refulting from it, are Falfe ; and . but hitherto in vain : fomething more than ar- 
confequently can, in no other point, pafs for j gument muft intervene to cool them in the pur- 
irifallible. fuit of pleafures, to roufe their attention to their 

That the fcriptures relate a great many mar- real intereft, and to determine them to fearch 
vellous, improbable, nay incredible tranfaCtions, with care and induftry, before they will let in fo 
which do not feem to be directed to any purpofe, much as a fufpicion that their objections are ill- 
fui'Ced 'to fovereign wifdom and goodnefs ; and founded ; or thofe objections muft be over- 
to contain a world of inftitutions, laws, obfer- thrown by fome other and fhorter mean than 
varices, and ceremonies, which to Freethinkers the complicated evidence for the authority of 
appear abfurd, frivolous, and ridiculous; un- revelation, elfe the objeCtors will never give 
worthy the fuppofed author, a.nd improper to themfelves the trouble to difeover their mif- 
attain the propofed end. jl takes.” 
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To what has been here advanced concerning 
the Deifts, we muft add, that they have for 
iome years had a chapel at Mary-le-Bone, 
where we can only fay, that the difcourfes deli- 
vered are far below Heathen ifm. We take up 
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\ the writings of a Seneca and an EpiCtetus, See. 
with pleafure, and we can find no fault with 
them becaufe they knew no better, but we 
lament to find men living upder the gofpel ad- 
vancing notions fubverfive of it; 
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HERE is not in the whole world, either 

1 a trade or a profefiion, whether civil or 

religious, but engroflers will be found 
among them. We have popular phyficians, po- 
pular lawyers, and popular divines, all of whom 
may be confidered as engrofters. But here we 
have an inftance of one lingle fe< 5 fc engrofiing, 
as it were, to itfelf a title claimed in common 
by all the reft; 

Philadelphians fignify Lovers of the Bre- 
thren j and it is well known, that all feCfcs what- 
ever love their brethren, if we may believe them- 
felves 5 nay, they all acknowledge it is a duty to 
do fo, although we know that very few of them 
pay any regard to it, unlefs they are rich ,* then 
indeed they have many friends, but to ufe the 
words of the wife man, tf The poor is abhorred 
of his neighbour.” However, let us proceed 
with this new religion. 

The Philadelphians took their rife only a few 
years ago, having at their head a difaffe&ed 
clergyman of the church of England. Their 
form of worfhip refembles that of the Diflen- 
ters in general 5 but as for their preaching, it is 
perhaps the moft extraordinary thing in the 
world. But of that we fhall take notice after- 
wards. 

In the mean time, we have made ourfelves 
perfectly acquainted with every thing belonging 
to thefe people ; and fo/ar are they from being 
what they call themfelves, namely. Lovers of 
the Brethren, that, properly fpeaking, they have 
no brethren at all. This will appear die more 
evident, when it is confidered, that they are not 
incorporated into one body, as moft of the other 
feCts are. Their congregation confifts of all 
thofe who pleafe to come, let them be of any 
denomination whatever. Indeed, there is one 
thing conftantiy expeCted, and that is, that they 
would bring fome money along with them for 
the fupport of the preacher. And here it is 
neceftary to obferve, that among all the feCts in 
this nation, we know of none who preach gratis, 
except the Friends and the Sandimanians. All 
others muft have money, otherwife they can have 
no accommodation. Nothing is more common 
than to hear fome of our modern feCtaries con- 
demn the conduct of Simon Magus, for offering 
money for the Holy Ghoft, and yet we never 
find that they refufe to take money when they 
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adminifter their fpiritual confolations ; nay, they 
frequently demand money, and that in a too 
peremptory manner. 

All the money collected at the Philadelphi- 
an meeting is given to the minifter> who agrees 
to pay the rent out of it ; but he generally in- 
finuaces himfelf fo far into the good graces of 
his hearers, that they pay it for him. 

They have no church difeipline, which indeed 
would be altogether unneceftary, efpecially where 
there is not a church; for thefe Philadelphians 
are not a church ; they are not a body collective, 
but their meeting is open to all comers. The 
people do not fo much as know one another, 
and the minifter isfo fenfible of this, that he fre- 
quently advertifes his fermons in the public, 
papers. The novelty of the name leads many 
people to the place, who generally return as 
uninformed as they went. 

When they firft made their appearance, we 
were led to believe that they had chofen their 
name from the common meaning of the word, 
namely, that they lived in love and friendfhip 
together, as all Chriftians are commanded to do. 
But no fuch thing was intended, for the minif- 
ter is, with refpecSt to church government, aLatir 
tudinarian, that is, he does not defire to have 
any connection with church fellowfhip, but to 
range at large, fubmitting to any form that his 
people may chufe to preferibe. 

This indeed is too much the charaCteriftic of 
many modern feCts. It difeovers no fmall fiiare 
of worldly wifdom, for when people enter into 
couneCtions, as all churches fhould do, then it 
is generally expeCted that they walk by fome 
rule and mind preferibed duties. And among 
thefe, what could be more important than that of 
providing for the poor. Now, in order to avoid 
this very difagreeable and very troublefome duty, 
nothing can better fuit the purpofe than to preach 
at large, without being concerned with any 
church whatever ; for if the people will not come 
to hear them, and give them money, they can 
keep their fermons to themfelves. 

We come now to confider their manner of 
preaching, and previous thereto, we muft afle 
our readers a few queftions ; for we have fome 
reafon to believe, that we have more forts of 
readers than one. 

And now good reader, if you are a Ro- 
man 
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man Catholic, there can remain no manner of 
doubt but you have read Dr. Chal oner’s Catho- 
lic Chriftian inftrudted. If you are a Lutheran, 
you muff: have read Dr. Rambach’s treatife on 
the fufferings of Chrifl. If you are a church of 
England man, you mufl: have read Haywood 
and Atterfoie ; and, if a DifTenter, Keach and 
Mather undoubtedly grace your library. Thele 
are admirable writings in their own way, and we 
are certain they have their admirers. But now 
reader, we will lead thee within the veil, and 
fhew things unknown to thee before. 

The preacher of the Philadelphian meeting, 
not content with what has been advanced by the 
writers already mentioned, has improved the 
notions of all thofe who have gone before him. 
The fundemental principles upon which his re- 
ligion is founded, are the following. 

Firff, that there was an oral tradition, or un- 
written law from the fall of man to the days of 
Mofes ; and that this unwritten law was what the 
patriarchs adhered to. 

Secondly, that the delivery of the law to 
Mofes, was nothing but a re-publication of the 
old oral law, and that there was no difference 
between the lervice of the tabernacle and the 
worlhip performed by the patriarchs. 

Laftly, that there were fo many myfteries con- 
tained under the Levitical ceremonies, that if 
people would carefully attend to them, they 
would find every thing in the gofpel concealed 
under them. Thus for inftance, the eroding 
the Red-fea, points out converfion ; the journey 
through the wildernefs, human life ; the eroding 
of Jordan, death 5 and taking podedion of the 
holy land, everlafting happinefs. But thefe are 
trifles to what we are going to relate. 

.The Philadelphian minifter fees wonders in 
the founding of the rams horns, in the new 
moons, in all the walhings of the priefts, in 
the turtle doves and young pigeons, in clean and 
unclean beads, and a thoufand other things too 
numerous to merttion. This allegorical inter- 
pretation of feripture has however a ftrong effedt 
on the inteiledts of weak people. And here it 
is fu-rp riling to conlider, in what manner we poor 
bewildered creatures form our notions of religion 
on many occalions. 

Thus we are not content with common expla- 
nations of the obvious fenfe of feripture, but 
we mud have recourfe to far-fetched allegories 
and hidden myderies. However, the ceremonies 
were in part a type of the gofpel, yet divine 
wifdom had fomething elfe in view, in preferi- 
bingthem ; namely* to keep the Jews a didindt 
people from the Heathens around them. Nay, in | 
fome cafes there a phylical neceflicy in it. 



Such was the date of the country, fuch was the 
effedt of the climate, that had they been per- 
mitted to eat fwine’s fiefli, it might have proved- 
fatal and prejudicial to their health. 

It was the fame with blood, which they were 
prohibited from eating, becaufe it filled the body 
with corrupt particles. Some of the types in- 
deed were fignificant ; but we are of opinion 
that afingle allufion to them, in a fermon occafi- 
onally, is enough. To dwell half an hour or an 
hour upon them, is to prevent the preacher from 
making pradticai improvements. It leads the 
people into all that wildnefs which is calculated 
to feduce their minds from the truth, and makes 
them believe they fee wonders where none ever 
exifted. 

It is allowed, that in private meditation, al- 
legory is delightful, and it may even ferve to 
kindle devotion in the heart; but thofe things 
fhouldbe kept within proper bounds. 1 here are 
many thingsthat we may know, that ouffht not to 
be made public. We ought to be extremely cau- 
tious in all things of that nature, and therefore 
let our words be few. 

We (hall conclude our account of thefe people 
by obferving, that as they are not properly a 
community, fo there is reafon to- believe, they 
will die away with the prefent generation. We 
have, in the courfe of this work, faid fo much 
concerning new religions, that we fhall not here 
re-aflume the fubjedt. If a general toleration of 
all religious fentiments has encreafedin this coun- 
try the number of new religions, we muff: ac- 
knowledge that thefe new religions have foon 
fallen into decay. And here we cannot help 
remembering the words of thd wife dodtor 
Gamalial ; cc Let all new religions alone 5 for if 
they are of men, they will vanifh away to no- 
thing ; but if they are of God, they will flourifli 
and be eftablifhed.” 

When the toleration adt firff: took place, there 
were but few fedts among the Difienters in Eng- 
land, but they encreafed amazingly foon after. 
The reafon is obvious. Before the revolution they 
had no opportunity of planning fchemes for new 
religions j but no looner did that defirable event 
take place, than they all fee up for themfelves 
on feparate foundations. And yet although 
fome of thefe were greedily embraced at firft, 
yet many of them are now funk into oblivion, 
and probably more will foon follow their ex- 
ample. This much is certain, that the people 
of the prefent age have become, as it were, tired 
of new religions. They have made experiments, 
and they have cut their fingers. In other words, 
they have been -miffed, and they are determined' 
to be on their guard for the future. 
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Account of the Bohemian Brethren, 



who 



are 



commonly called GYPSIES. 



- • * 

tg '"S HIS fort of people being the dregs and 

gj fink of all nations, our readers may 
JbL wonder to lee them placed among fana- 
ticks and enthufiafts : yet we are obliged to give 
an account of them, by reafon of their origin, 
which has fome remarkable particulars in it. We 
give them the appellation of Bohemians, but the 
Germans call them Zigenners, from which the 
Italians name them Cingares. Borel informs 11s, 
that Boem, in the old language of the Gauls, 
fignifies bewitched, which feems to agree with 
the notion of common people, that they can 
foretel what is to happen, difcover hidden things, 
and are well verfed in witchcraft. They go from 
jilace to place, having no fixed abode, as the 
antient Germans did, and, in the North, the 
DruidefTes, the Sybils, the Voles and Fairies, fo 
often mentioned by the old Gauls. Their firft 
rife feems owing to the remains of the Druids, 
who were brought into fo much contempt by 
Chriftianity, that having loll all credit and power 
in the towns and cities, they were obliged to 
dwell in caves, and to wander about the country. 
Beggars and vagrants are apt to afTociate toge- 
ther, which renders it probable, that others from 
Africa and Alia may have joined t hem fe Ives to 
thofe Druids ; for inftancc, the Kaulics of Per- 
il a, who, like our Bohemians, run about the 
country, live in folitary places, and have no 
religion or public worfhip, or rules, or any laws : 
They fwarm over all Perfia, and from thence 
fpread fouthward to Arabia and F.gvpt, north- 
ward to Tartary, and more di franc places. Ac- 
cordingly they are called Gypfies, upon the fame 
account for which the Saxons call them Tartars. 
Our over-credulous anceflrors vainly imagined, 
that thofe Gypfies or Bohemians were fo many 
fpies for the Turks, and that in order to expiate 
for the crimes which they had committed in their 
own country, they were condemned to Real from 
and rob the Chriftians. A rare penance ! We 
have performed fuch another, though in a nobler 
and more heroical manner, by taking the crofs, 
and making war again ft thofe Infidels. Bun our 
opinion, that the Bohemians ' come from the 
fouthern parts of Afia and Africa, which our 
forefathers did not diftinguifti from Egypt, be- 
fore the way of going to the Eaft-Indies by the 
Cape of Good Hope was found out, is grounded 
on the teftimony ot one of the mod antient au- 
thors who wrote concerning them. He relates, 
u that in 1433, the Ciganes, who pretended 
they were Egyptians, came into Germany ; ” and 
according to another writer cited by Pafquier, 
they likewife came into France much about the 
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fame time. The ftory is fomewhat curious 2 
cc They were, fays that author, by extraction, o£ 
the lower Egypt ; and having abjured the Chrif- 
tian faith, were drove from their native country, 
became miferabie, and an abomination to all 
mankind : die then emperor rejected them alfo, 
as other Chriftian powers had done, and told 
them they friould go to the holy father at Rome. 
They went, con felled their fins, and he enjoined 
them to go and travel about the world, doing 
penance, not lying in a bed, &c. This they 
performed for five years before they came to Pa- 
ris ; the chief of them arrived there on the fe- 
venteenth of Augufr 1427, the reft on the day 
of the decollation of St. John.” The fame wri- 
ter fays, that the ears of all of them were bored 
through, and had a ring, fometimes two, at 

their complexion was very black, and 
frizzled the women alfo very black 
and their hair like a horfe’s tail. Tlie 
habit of thefe women was of old coarfe flax 5 
fome of them were witches, and looked into 
peoples hands to tell them their fortunes. In a 
word, thefe Egyptians, bani filed apoftates, def- 
pifed by all mankind, and condemned by the 
pope to a wandering life, bear a vaft refemblance 
to our Bohemians. After all, the faid author 
cited by Pafquier fays, the pope did excommuni- 
cate them, and all thofe who had their fortunes 
told to them, and that from Paris they went to 
Potoifc, on Lady- day in September, 1428. 

We are inclined to trace the origin of the Bo- 
th an thofe Egyptians, the 
Kaulits of Perfia, or the 
Why may they not owe 
their rife to the Mcfialanians, wandering and dif- 
perfed in Thracia, Bulgaria, &c. who were mifi- 
taken for fe&arics and Heretics of divers kinds, 
under the name of Manichrcans, and upon whom 
the compilers of Heretical catalogues have li- 
berally bellowed a great number of odious appel- 
lations ; by which,- in procefs of time, they be- 
came more black and hateful to orthodox Chrif- 

thari the very devils in hell. The Meffii- 
are fuppofed to have had their begin- 
under the reign of the emperor C011- 
ftancius : They were but few at firft, their num- 
ber increafed gradually, and when they were 
taken notice of, as the writers of the fourth age 
charged them with molt of the Manichfean prin- 
ciples, they were reckoned amongft thofe Here- 
tics. The firft penal laws again ft Schifmatics 
and Heretics were enabled at that time, and put 
in execution againft the Meffalians, who being 
profecutcd, from Pagans and idolaters, as they 

were 
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and among the fincere Meflali- 



were thought to be rather than Chriftians, be- 
came moft orthodox Chriftians out of fear or 

fclf-intereft. 

As the Meftalians are mentioned here only as 
bearing fome refemblance to the Bohemians, 
we fhall only relate what may evidence their con- 
formity of fentiments and practice. They did 
not work, and lived by the alms which they re- 
ceived, to imitate die apoflics whom Chrift had 
forbid having any poftcftion. This conftant idle- 
nefs, their voluntary poverty, their contempt 
of all the conveniences of life, and of all go- 
vernment, could not but lead them by degrees 
into a total neglect of difeipline, and of all 
laws : This occafioned great crimes and diforders 
in their fociety 5 

ans, many others crept in who minded nothing 
lefs than their prayers. They were therefore 
accuied both of living together without obfer- 
ving any order, any rule, or even the moft com- 
mon decency, and of being true Cynics, who 
after wandering all day in the fields, met at night, 
and lay in the fame place, without any regard to 
age, fex, &c. The orthodox moreover charged 
them with maintaining that we ought always to 
follow the didtates of nature, to eat, to drink, 
to cafe one’s felf when it requires it, and that no 
faff is to be obferved, but when ncceffary for the 
prefervation or recovery of health. Befides all 
this, the orthodox of thofe days reproached them 
with their meetings and nofturnal feafts, in which 
the Pagans had heretofore taxed the Chriftians, 
and which have fincc been laid to the charge of 
other modern Heretics, to render them more 
odious to the Roman Catholics. 

We find in Italy, about the clofe of the thir- 
teenth century, fome Fraticelli, who were alfo 
called Bizoqui, that is, bigots or clownifh, upon 
account of their unpolifhed way of life, or be- 
caufe they pretended to a greater and more re- 
fined devotion. The other name of Fratricelii, 
that is, little brothers, either was given them 
becaufe the firft of them were monks, or rather 
it is the fame as the name of Adelphian, which 
was beftowed upon the Mcfialians : We fhall 
loon fee that there was fome conformity of fen- 
timents betwixt them : Their chief doctors were 
Pietro Maurato and Pietro di Foftbmbronc : but 
an apofta.te monk from the convent of Pongi- 
lupi, was their ringleader ; at Jeaft it is fo re- 
ported. Be that as it will, thefe Fraticelli wan- 
dered about the country like the Meftalians, to 
avoid the perfccutions railed againft them, upon 
account of their lewd life, and of the errors 
which they held, the neeeftary conlequence where- 
of was their fhocking diforderly behaviour. Both 
the Fraticelli and Meftalians pretended that all 
goods ought to be in common, and condemned 
living by the work of ones hands. They denied 
all obedience to magiftrates, allowed a plurality 
of wives, and thofe to be in common : to which 
the Grecian and Italian orthodox added the hei- 
nous imputation of holding their meetings in the 
night, to be more at liberty to commit all forts 
of crimes. We have informed our readers that 
fome ringleaders of the fanatical Baptifts, and 
fever al of their followers, were guilty of thofe 
three capital errors : which may ferve both as an 
indirect proof that the Fraticelli and Meftalians 
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probably might not be accufed without f orn? ; 
grounds ; and, by confequencc, as a juftification 
of the feverities ufcrl againft them. But, after 
all, it mu ft be owned, that fome particular per- 
Tons might live and die in that fedt, without 
being acquainted with the bad principles of their 
evil tendency, as but too many do even amonwft 
the orthodox 5 and though Hereftes ought to%e 
detefted, certainly the inveterate hatred ao-ainft 
the perfons is highly to be avoided. 

But to return to our Meftalians of Greece and 
of the Haft, and to our Italian Fraticelli : If 
there were amongft them fo many profeffed liber- 
tines, as the hiftorians and controvertifts of thofe 
times mention, ignorance, joined to the perfe- 
cutions raifed againft them, may have been the 
occafton of their actually putting in execution all 
the enormities of their falfe dodtrine, A youno- 
perfon, for inftance, commits a crime, and by 
that infamous adtion lofes his reputations he is 

defpifed, abandoned by every one 5 fo out of 
defpair runs headlong into ruin and mifery* 
This example needs no further comment. 

We mult likewife take notice here, that both 
an dent and modern controvertifts have often 
reprelen ted fedts and heretical fyftcms as more 
dangerous than they appear to have really been. 
Some may pretend to excufe this fault under 
colour of an unbounded zeal againft Herefy$ 
but zeal ought not to be bitter, or to deftroy 
charity 5 and whilft a fiery and fubtile controver- 
tift inveighs top harjhly againft the venom of an 
erroneous opinion, he often does more mifehief 
to public fociety, than the very perfon who had 
taken it up without much confideration, and pro- 
bably might as eafily have dropped it, if pride 
and ftiarne had not, fuch is human frailty I 
prompted him to maintain it with obftinacy. 
This fame falfe zeal has often made the faid wri- 
ters tax one and the faid fedt with maintaining 
inconfiftent and evidently contradictory opinions; 
it cannot be denied that iniquity belies itfeif; 
feripture fays it, and we daily experience it. But 
that fo many inconfiftent propofttions lliould fo 
often be juftly charged u Don one and the fame 
fedt, is not very much to be credited. The au- 
thors of thofe imputations have been fenfible of 
this defect in the accounts by them given j and 
inftead of owning honeftly their miftake, have 
invented new names of derifion and contempt, 
to upbraid the fedts which they had accuied 
wrongfully of fuch palpable contradidtions : Thus 
the Manichnsans, the Meftalians, &c. were cal- 
led by a name which in Greek (ignifies a mixture 
of all forts : Thus the Albigenfes, the Walden- 
fes, the Lutherans and Calvinifts, have been 
nicknamed, the fink and dregs of all prior He- 
retics. 

The name of Adelphians, beftowed on the 
Meftalians, was taken from Adelphius, one of 
their teachers : Flavian, patriarch of Antioch, 
having with great art enveigled him to difeover 
the moft fecrcc articles of the dodtrine which he 
held and taught, obtained that he lliould be 
banifhed from Syria. 

But to conclude our account of thofe fedta- 
ries ; by wandering about, they in procefs of 
time went further and further from the place of 
their origin. The perfecucions they fullered, 

and 
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and ill treatment they received from theCatholics, 
as we have faid before, had as great a fhare in 
banifhing them from cities and great towns, and 
rendering them odious, as their erroneous opi- 
nions and wicked life. As they fpread, lb did 
their doctrine ; and it is highly probable, that 
in Europe as well as in Alia, they met many li- 
bertines who gladly afTociated themfelves with 
them, upon account of the idle and lazy life, fo 
much recommended bv that fedt. Tares foon 

m 

grow amongft the good corn, and the common peo- 
ple, who are apt to form their judgment not from 
particular inftances but general conclufions, eafily 
miftook the good corn for tares. Thus they fet- 
tled in Greece, in Thracia, Bulgaria, Tranfil- 
vania, Hungary, and at la It in Bohemia. In ail 
the countries where the Sclavonian language is 
under Rood, die Meflali&ns took, or their ene- 
mies in derifion, gave them, the name of Bogo- 
miles. 

Their abode in Bulgaria and the neighbour- 
ing countries, has rendered the word Bulgare 
odious throughout Europe, chiefly in France 



HISTORY of the BRETHREN of, the 
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T HIS fociety took its rife ih Germany-; 1 thefe words were written, cc In my life-time t 

About the year 1394, a young man, who have chofen this compendium of the world for 
from five years old had been brought my tomb,” and fevcral hieroglyphical figures 
up in a convent, became acquainted at the age about them; The body held in its band a book 
of fixteen with fome magicians, learned their art, in gold letters, which contained the praifes of 
travelled into the Eafl as far as Arabia, where the founder, and gave an account of the vafl 
the doctors of that country taught him wonder- treafures he had found, and of his dying without 
ful fecrets, and foretold him he ihould be the ficknefs or pain when aged above an hundred* 
author of a general reformation. From Arabia This difeovery occafioned the eftabliihment of 
he went into Barbary, and from thence to Spain, the Brethren of the Rofy-Crofs s and in 1615, 
where he frequented the Moors and Jews who a German printed and publilhed their apology 
were verfed in the Cabala. He there pretended and profeflion of faith. 

to begin his reformation 3 but being banifhed At firR the number of the Brethren was four 
from Spain, he came back into his native coun- only, then eight 3 but it increafed very much 
try Germany, and died in the year 1484, being afterwards. They were to remain in a Rate of 
one hundred and fix years old. His body was celibacy, and to make themfelves known to the 
not buried, but only depofited in a grotto. Fate [I world by no other name than the Enlightened of 
or fome oracle had ordered that the corps Ihould the Rofy-Crofs. Their laws and rules forbad 
remain in that Rate one hundred and twenty them to receive any reward for pradtifing phyfic, 
years ; in confequence of which decree, it was and ordered them to do it out of charity 3 to do 
not found out till 1604. good to all mankinds to apply themfelves towif- 

A German chronicle of the Roficrufians relates dom and piety 5 to. reform the religious worftiip, 
this difeovery as follows : A Roficrufian being by retrenching all fuperfiuous ceremonies; to 

probably more cunning than his brethren, took maintain Readily all the principles of the confra- 
notie’e ofa Rone with a nail in it : He took out ternity, which was to fubfiR to the end of the 

the Rone, and found the grotto in which was de- world. Their chief cuRoms and opinions were, 

policed the body qf their founder, with this in- to drefs according to the fafhion of the country in 

lcription, C€ At the end of one hundred and which they lived; to be prelent atleaR once a year 
twenty years I fhall be manifeRed.” Over the at their meetings, or to give a good reafon for 

monument, after thefe four’ letters A. C. R. C. | abfenting 3 to wear conkantly the character or 

imprefllon 



and Italy. It may likewife be prefumed, that 
they went from Bulgaria and Hungary into Bo- 
hemia, at a time when the Bohemians began to 
rebel againR the church, and upon that account 
the orthodox took the Bohemians to be the fame 
as the Bogomiles or Mefialians. This being alfo 
a critical time for the church of Chrift, and many 
beggars and miferable wretches taking part in 
thefe divifions, all were blended under the fame 
denomination. Thus at laR the name of Bohe- 
mians is univerfally given to vagrants and run- 
aways, who have no fettled notions, laws or reli- 
gion, who in well-governed kingdoms are baniftied 
from all cities or towns, and dwell in caves and 
folicary places, and live only by begging or Real- 
ing. If the romantic Rories, mentioned in the 
public gazettes concerning fome of thofe Bohe- 
mians, who within a few years have made inroads 
through high and low Germany, were of any 
authority or to be credited, the proofs of cou- 
rage which -they are faid to give, muR appear 
very fingular and Arrange. 
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imprefTion of the Rofy-Crofs, as a token of the ' 
Brotherhood ; to look upon themfelves as ap- ' 
pointed to reform all tilings, and as having the 
v/hole and foie right to all the gifts of nature, 
upon that account. They were to declare openly, 
that the pope was Antiehrifc, and that a time 
would come when they fhouid pull down his 
triple crown. They rejected and condemned the 
doctrines of the pope and of Mahoinec, calling 
the one and the other blafphemics of the E a ft 
and Weft : they owned but two facraments, and 
admitted only the ceremonies of the primitive j 
church. They called their focicty the Confrater- j 
nity of the Holy Gholt. They pretended to a 
right of naming their fucccfiors, and bequeath- | 
ing to them all their privileges and virtues, as 
being their reprefen tati ves ; to know by revela- 
tion thofc who were worthy to be admitted as 
members of their fociety ; to keep the devil in a 
ft ace of fubjedtion, and to difeover hidden trea- j| 
fures. They moreover faid, that their confra- 
ternity could not be deflrroyed, becaufe God 
always oppofed an impenetrable cloud to fereen 
them from tlieir enemies. Neither hunger, 
third:, ficknefs, or any other infirmity, could 
hurt them ; if any brother died, his burying- 
placc and their aQemblies were to be kept fee ret 
for one hundred and twenty years. They be- 
lieved as a fundamental article of their faith, 
that if the ledt failed, it might be renewed at 
the founder’s monument or tomb. They brag- 
ged of having invented a new language, by 
which they could deferibe the nature of every 
being ; yet they did not make ufe of fpeeches or 
parables s they avoided being thought the inven- 
tors of novelties, and the account they gave of 
their wonderful performances, was not to be J 
deemed either imprudent, foolilli, malicious, or 
deceitful. But their bare word mud be taken, 
and thefe enlightened Brethren very much refera- 
ble quacks and alchy mills in this point, as they 
did in their jargons and their boafeed myfterious 
fciences : Accordingly they were all in drafted, 

and had their education in Arabian or German 

♦ 

fchools. 

Moreover, the Roficrufians faid, that another 
fun which borrowed its light from the fun of this 

P . O 

world, enlightened the grotto in which their 
founder was depofited, and ferved to difeover all 
the wonders of the laid grotto, fome of which 
were engraved on a copper-plate placed upon 
an altar : where, for in fiance, four figures are 
to be Teen, with thefe four infcriptions, cc Never 
empty. The yoke of the law. The liberty of the 
go! pel. The glory of God.” We fhall not 
omit other ftranffe things, which deferve and 
require the learned comments of fome alchymifts 
or vifionary cabal ids ; feveral of which havepro- 
miled as the Brethren of the Rofy-Crofs, to re- 
pair the breaches and defeats of the world ; as if 
nature was fubjedt to decay, or the divine provi- 
dence, by which it is governed, could poffibly 
be fo far weakened, as to fuller its own work to 
be destroyed. They likewife flatter themfelves 
that they fhall be able to reflore the primitive 
ftrengch of conflftution, aud innocency of life 
in mankind ; plenty and community of goods, 
the univerfal knowledge of the fciences, and the 
general agreement of all nations, in an unity 



of the gofpcl, in unity of religion, and holineft 
of life. 

Morhof mentions a diminutive fe 61 , or a frnall 
fv/arm of the Roficrufians, to which he gives 
the name of Collegium Rofianum, or fociety of 
Rofay, who was a vifionary fanatic, and endea- 
voured to fettle that Confraternity in Savoy, near 
Dauphine about the year 1630. Their number 
was not to exceed three j one Mornius tried all 
pofiible ways of being admitted for a fourth, but 
was rcjedled, and could only obtain the favour of 
being reckoned as afervanr. This fmall focietv 
was entru fired with three important fecrets, per- 
petual motion; the art of changing metals 3 and 

an univerfal phyfle. 

What can be thought of fuch a fociety; which 
is fuppofed perfect in itfelf, adorned with uni- 
verfal knowledge, pofiefled of all worldly trea- 
furcs, exempt from all human infirmities; yet 
no more leen than if it had been compofed of 
pure fpirits : all we can fay is, that it bears a great 
refemolance to, and deferves to be ranked 
among fairy-tales. We mufb own neverthelefs, 
that the common people are delighted, and love 
to entertain themfelves wi.th fuch fooleries. So 
the world is like to be for ever peftered with 
quacks and fools. 

The Roficrufians were much talked of in 
France in the firlt fifteen or twenty years of the 
lad age, and feveral who pretended to be of 
that fociety, were cad into prifon. The foolifh 
credulity of the people was railed by the follow- 
ing bill poded up in all public places ; cc We 
who are deputies -from the Roficrufians, and 
dwell vifibly or invifibly in this town, by the 
grace of the mod High- — fhew and teach, with- 
out books or notes, to fpeak all the languages of 
the country where we pleaie to live, to deliver 
our fellow-creatures from deadly . error.” In 
1613, a Roficrufian of Barbary, named Muley- 
Ibu-Hamet, with a handful of men, having 
overcome the king of Fez and Morocco, was, they 
laid, to conquer Spain. Some pretended En- 
lightened Brethren appeared then in Spain, but 
were loon quelled by the Inquilition. 

Much about that time* the pretended Enligh- 
tened Brethren, before mentioned, occafioned 
fome tumults in Spain, as the Roficrufians had 
done ; and we mull not omit giving our readers 
lome account of them. The Angularity of their 
notions, fome points in which they either did, 
or other people were refolved to believe they did 
agree with the Roficrufians, made them be ef~ 
teemed one and the fame fedt. Neither fhall 
we pretend to multiply parties and divifions, bur. 
rank thefe Enlightened Brethren amongft the 
moft dangerous kind of contemplative men, 
and the moll wicked Quie tills 3 if what is repor- 
ted of them be true, that they believed that 
when the mind is wholly abforbed in prayer, and 
intimately united to God, it does i}ot become 
guilty of any of the crimes committed in that 
Hate by the body. They moreover held, that 
the iacraments were ufelefs, &c. that all good 
works were fupplied by railing the heart to God. 
The Inquilition taxed them with maintaining 
ieventy-lix erroneous opinions 3 and this is not 
to be wondered at, fince that tribunal is known 
to be very nice, and to require an extraordinary 

exadtnds 
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ejcaftnefs in religious matters; Thefe enligh- 
tened Brethren made their appearance about the 
'end of the fixteenth age : but the Inquifition 
put an early flop to the progrefs of their fanati- 
cifm. They fhewed themfelves again in the 
neighbourhood of Seville, in the beginning of 
the feventeenth age, at which period of tiroe 
they were efteemed to be Roller u dans. 

The Low Countries, and Picardy, produced 
likewife, about 1 525, fome fuch enlightened 
Brethren as thole of Spain. A taylor named 
Quintin, and one Copin of much the fame trade, 
were the ringleaders of the enlightened Flemifh 



men ; for iii thofe days, every man was thought 
qualified to preach; They are accufed of hold- 
ing, that intention alone makes fin* that the 
fpirit of God partakes of all the aftions of men, 
and that innocency of life confiflrs only in being 
calm and eafy* without giving way to any doubts 
or lcruples. This intention, which alone makes 
the fin, does not differ very widely from the 
mind intimately United to God, whilft the body 
wallows in crimes; What dreadful confequences 
might not follow from fuch doftrine, in a Hate 
governed by fanatics fo united to God, and fo 
perfeftly weaned from matter. 
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TiTE. have already taken notice of the An- 
%/m / ti-trinitarians in the primitive times of 

▼ ▼ Chriftianity ; and likewife of thofe 

among the Proteftant Diffenters. Wefhall now 
proceed to give an account of another fet of 
Arians, which have fprung tip in the prefent 
age * nay indeed, not many years ago. It is 
well known that this vaft fpecies of Arianifm, 
Socinianifm and Deifm, has induced many of the 
clergy to feek to be excufed from fubferibing to 
the thirty-nine articles. This was, perhaps, one 
of the moft extraordinary efforts of madnefs 
that ever took place * for how could thofe men 
expeft to enjoy pecuniary emoluments from the 
church, while they refufed to comply with her 
commands. They knew that every civil efta- 
blifhment of religion has its fyftem, which muft 
be fubferibed by its members, particularly the 
clergy. This is done in order to preferve uni- 
formity, that they may all preach the fame doc- 
trine, and not broach new opinions. 

Had thefe men laboured under any fcruple of 
confcience, they would have left their livings, 
and either joined the Prefbyterians, or fet up 
feparate meetings. But no fuch event took 
place 5 for they went and took poffeffion of their 
livings. It is true we„have two or three excep- 
tions j particularly in the conduft of a clergy- 
man in the north of England, who refigned his 
living, and was received in London by thofe 
who longed for fomething out of the common 
way. 

This . was a happy event to our Arian, for 
although, in order to point out his difinterefled- 
nefs, he boafted that he had left a benefice worth 
three hundred a year, from motives of confcience 5 
yet he had no objection to accept of double that 
fum from thofe who followed him in London. 

Amobleman of a very popular char after, be- 
came one of this preacher’s firft hearers in Lon- 
don, and his example was followed by feveral 
perfons of confiderable rank. As our preacher 
liad been brought up to read' prayers* and confe- 
quently could’ not pray without book, and as the 
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Common Prayer-book of the Church of England 
every where aflerts the divinity of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, fo he could not with propriety make any 
ufeofit, as it would have condemned his own 
principles. 

To remedy this defeft, he fet to work and 
compiled a liturgy, partly out of the Common 
Prayer book, and partly from his own inventions 
This liturgy fuits all the purpofes for which it 
was intended * for it is made according to the 
fentiments of the Arians and Socinians. 

Great care has been taken by the compiler to 
convince his hearers, that he does not believe in 
the doftrine of the trinity. In fome of his col- 
lefts, he bleffes God for fending his fon into the 
world to fave finners * but it may be afked, 
what does he mean by falvation here ? The an- 
fwer is neither lefs nor more than that Jefus, as 
a created being, came to ihew us a good exam- 
pie both in his life and fufferings. 

That he did fo is certain, but furely this could 
never conftitute a mediatorial office. A medi- 
ator is one who Hands between the offender and 
offended, to reconcile the difference that has 
taken place. Now, according to the whole ferip- 
ture account, Chrifl: was to execute thefe offices 
for finners. 

Firfr, he was to be unto them d prophet, to 
convince them of fin, and point out to them the 
whole will and purpofe of God. 

Secondly, in order to reflrore the honofir of a 
broken law, and. reconcile finners to God* he was 
to fuffer what no created being could fuffer, 
namely, the whole wrath of God for fin. This 
is called his prieftly office, and it was- for this 
reafon that he took upon him a. human body* 
and a rational foul. 

Thirdly, as a king r and fupreme head of his 
church 3 he was*, by the power of his fpirit*. to 
fubdue the wills, and. paffions of his people he 
was to make them a willing, people.: in the day 
of his power 5- he was not only to rule over them* 
but he. was. to rule in their hearts,, by the Holy 
Ghoft. To renew their nature, to fill their minds 
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with a defire to do good to their fellow creatures, 
to be cloathed with humility, and to go on from 
one degree of perfection to another, till fuch 
time as they arrive before the Lord in glory. 

Nov/, what has been here advanced concerning 
Chrift's offices, could not have been performed 
by a human being. Part of the prophetical of- 
fice might, indeed, have been performed ; but no 
mortal could have executed that of the pried, 
or the king. What human being could endure 
the whole wrath of God in his body and foul, for 
the fins of a guilty world. It was utterly impof- 
fible for any perfon lei's than God, to make an 
attonement. If fin was committed again ft an 
infinite being, then it mud bc ; a power equally 
great that could latrisfy Divine juflice. 

But according to the notions of the modern 
Anti-trinitarians, there was no neceffity for iuch 
an attonement, nor did Chrift come to do any 
thing more than to (hew us a good example, and 
to inftruft us in the way of duty. Why, the 
apodle Paul could have done this, and fo could 
the other apodles 5 for we are certain they taught 
the fame doftrines as were taught by our faviour, 
and fo far as we know, every one of them fealed 
his tedimony with his blood, except St. John 
the Evangel id. 

Thefe Anti-trinitarians are compofed of per- 
fons who have no knowledge, in general, con- 
cerning religion. Many of them are in very 
elevated dations in life s and they have of late 
built a grand meeting for their preacher, with 
an elegant houfe for his refidence. And here we 
would obferve, that any man who can ftrike out 
fomething new, is generally fure of fuccefs. 
This will, in all refpefts, apply to the cafe of 
religion ; and for the honour of our Anti-trinita- 
rian adventurer, he is endeavouring to make 
hay while the fun fhines. 

• Thus, befides a confiderable fubfeription from 
his hearers, he has as much provifion, of the bed 
fort, lent him in from different parts of the 
country every week, as would fupporc feveral 
families. There are no poor belonging to his 
meeting, for charity and new religions feldom 
have much connection together. This we know 
to be true, and much more, though we would 
not be thought too cenforious. 

Before we conclude this account, we would 
willingly make one obfervation, and the rather, 
becaufe it is new. And that is, that in mod cafes 
in religion, the vulgar enthuiiadic preacher, 
draws after him the greated number of followers. 
But thefe are among the lower ranks of the 

people. 

However, let not the great and the learned, in 
this indance, triumph over the weak and the 
•ignorant. The great can find as much pleafure in 
running after a man who is feeking every oppor- 
tunity in his power to traduce the gofpel of 
Chrilt, as the vulgar can in running after the 
•ignorant teacher, who does not fo much as 
underdand what he is fpeaking of. . 

Many are carried away with 
that they are the elefted children 
and therefore look with contempt on the 
reft of mankind. On the other hand, the luke- 
warm in religion, who follow the preacher, who 
defpiles the glories of Chrift, will not acknow- 



a notion, 
of God, 



ledge that there is an;/ thing ^fupernaturai. 
In this manner they ftifie the agonizing pains of 
a guilty confclence, and live as if there was not 
a God to whom they are to be accountable. 

If thefe men were to confider the following 
fentiments of a great author, it might put them 
to the blufh. 

cc The words trinity and perfons are terms not 
to be met with in the facrcd book, and yet to 
thofe terms, and the application of them, the 
revolt againft the cloftrine is chiefly owing. 

What the feripture acquaints us with, is this, 
and no more : That it character ifes the Father,' who 
is the avenger of wrong, and re warder of right, 
God i that what it charafterifes the Son, the 
Word, the creator of the world, the redeemer 
of mankind, fent for chatpurpofe by the Father, 
is God ^ that the Holy Spirit, the correlpondenc 

with, and comforter of the fpirits of men, is 
God ; and that nevcrthelefs the Deity, the lelf- 
exifeent Being, is but One. That thefe matters 
are fo, the feripture exprefsly declares ; and the 
manner in which it expreflVs the laft propofition, 
Deut. vi. 4. is worth attending to. Our tran- 
flators render it. Hear, O Ifrael, the Lord our 
God is our Lord. The original fays, Jehovah 
our God is one felf-exifcent Being ; for fo the 
word tranflated Lord fignifies. Now, what is 
there in our knowledge, in our conceptions, or 
in our reafon, that can qualify us to determine 
the modus of the exiftence, or of the aft ion of 
the invifible Deity ? T hat we have no fort of 
idea of the fubftance of that foul which afts in. 
us, or of the manner of its exiftence or aftions, 
is an agreed point : what impudence then muffc 
it be in us, to pretend to determine, from our 
conceptions, or rather inability to conceive, the 
condition, or manner of exiftence and afting of 
the fupreme Being, the ieaft of whofe works are 
in very deed beyond our comprehenlion ? 

The antients, lels refined than we, difputecl 
about the figure and form of the Deity ; and, 
knowing none more perfeft or noble, as they 
apprehended, than that of man, bellowed upon 
the Deity a human lb ape and figure. The im- 
propriety of this grofs imagination we fee ; as 
we perceive, that the ideas of extenfion, fbape, 
and figure, are not applicable to fpirit, accord- 
ing to the notions which we have of it. Bur, 
though we have not eyes to difeover the fubftance 
or properties of fpirit, does it certainly follow, 
that they have nothing in them analogous to 
fliape or figure, no properties by which they can 
be di Teemed, and diflinguifhed the one from 
the ether, by God, or even by other fpiritual 
beings, to whom he may have given eyes and 
underftanding fit to perceive what we cannot ? 
And is it not, on the other hand, clear, that 
there may be fomewhat analogous to figure, fome 
particular modus of exiftence of the Deity, of 
which our want of ideas will not permit us to 
form any notion ? 

Had nature produced to our view fuch living 

creatures as wild fiftion can prefent to our fancy, 

compofed of three or more diftinft bodies, abfo- 

lutely feparated from each other, without any 

bodily connexion, but actuated by one and the 

fame principle, moving by one will, afting with 

one confent, each affefted by the accidents that 

touch 
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touch either, the one wounded by the blow that 
wounds the other, and all dying by the killing 
of one j we fhould have had no diftindb concep- 
tion of what the fcripture reprefents- concerning 
•the Deity. Burthen, habituated to the fight of 
fuch an extraordinary creation as has been men- 



t- 






tioned, the fcripture-doftrine would ceafe to be 
fo fliocking as it is to oiir wife men : and, yet* 
from their knowledge of the machinery of na- 
ture, they will hardly take upon them to fay* 
that the Deity could not have created fuch an 
animal as has been feigned. ” 

1 
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Elegantly printed in a large Folio Volume, cmbellifhed with capital Engravings, eflecmcd the molt uniform and elegant 
fet of Copper-plates ever given with a Work of the Kind, Price il. 16s. handfomcly bound : 

The BISHOP S’ BIBLE; 

Containing the Sacred Text of the Old and New Tcftament, explained and illuflratcd with Notes, Theological, I-Iiftorical, 
Critical, and Practical ; being the joint Labours of Theodore Bcza, John Knox, and Others of our zealous Reformers, 
Bifiiops, See. 

*"f To accommodate fuch whpfe circumftanccs or inclination hinder them from buying the Bifliops* Family Bible complete 
at once, it is divided into 60 Sixpenny Numbers, and may flill be had by one or two Numbers at a time, including the forty 
elegant and uniform Copper-plates, which arc intrinfical ly worth more than is. each. 

The PILGRIM’s PROGRESS from this World to that which is to come. 

0 

Delivered under the Similitude of a Dream. Wherein is difeovered, the Manner of his Setting out, his dangerous Journey, 
and fafe Arrival at the defired Country. 

4 By JOHN B U N Y A N, Author of the Holy War, &c. 

The whole cmbellifhed with a more fuperb and elegant Set of Copper-plates than ever was given with any former Edition ; 
to which are alfo added. Notes explanatory, experimental and practical, by W. Mafon , Author of the Spiritual Treafury, &c. 

. To prevent Miftakcs, the Public are requeued to order the Pilgrim’s Progrcfs , with Notes by Mr. Mafon, price 4s. in 

boards, or 5s. neatly bound. 111. 

To be comprized in loNumbcrs, Two very fcarcc and valuable Books, cmbellifhed with 144 Copper-plates, elegantly engraved, 

by Cornier , 

This Day is publifhed, price One Shilling, (containing 48 Pages of Lctter-prefs, and 16 Engravings, illuftrativc of the 
various Emblems) Number I, to be continued Weekly, of 

QUARLES’ EMBLEMS; and the SCHOOL of the HEART. 

I. Emblems, Divine and Moral ; together with Hieroglyphics of the Life of Man. IT. The School of the Heart; in 
Forty- feven Emblems. Whereunto is added. The Learning of the Heart. All written by the lame Author ; and now care- 
fully revi fed and corrected, with explanatory Notes, by an eminent Divine. 

The above Works being already printed, may be had in Two Volumes, in large Twelves, Price 12s. neatly bound. — But 
to accommodate thofc who chuie to purchafe cither of the Works fc partite, the Emblems, with the Hieroglyphics, are fold, 
bound, at 7s; and The School of the Heart, bound in the fame neat manner, at 5s. 

*n* The Public are rpfpcStf u 1 1 y informed, that the above is the only genuine Edition of Ehiarlc s Emblems now extant; and 
therefore, to prevent miftakcs, they are requeiled to be particular in giving their orders. 

. : IV. ; 

To be completed in only 16 Weekly Numbers, cmbeIJiflied with an elegant Set of beautiful Copper-Plates. 

The Hiftory of the BIBLE, in Verfe ; with occafional Notes. 

Including a concifc Relation of the Sacred Hiftory, from the Birth of Creation to the Times of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrijl, and his Apoftlcs. — And comprehending all the remarkable Tran factions, during the Space of above 4000 years. 

By JOHN FELLOWS, Author of Grace Triumphant, a Srcred Poem. 

•f-H* That Perfonsmay form a proper Idea of the beautiful Execution of this much cftccmed Work, No. I. may be read 
and returned, if not approved ; the fubfequent Numbers may be had by one or two at a Time, including the whole Set of 
elegant Copper- plates. 

N . E. The above Work being all printed, thofc who chafe to purchafe the Whole at once, may be fupplicd with it in four 
Volumes, fewed in Blue Covers, Price only 8s. or neatly bound, 10s. 

— — V. 

(Dedicated to the Rev. Mr. JOHN RYLAND, of Northampton ) A New Edition, price is. 6di of 

GRACE'TRI BMPHANTj a facred Poem* in Nine Dialogues ; 

Wherein the utmoft Power of Nature, Reafon, Virtue, and the Liberty of the Human Will, to adminifter Comfort to 
the Awakened Sinner, are impartially weighed confidcrcd ; 

By JOHN F E L L O V/ S, Author of the Hifory of the Bible , in Verfe. 

Vf. 

Elegantly printed from the mo ft cftccmed Edition of John Field , (a good Copy of which cannot be purchafed • under three 
Guineas) embellished with a capital Frontifpiccc by Taylor ; 

* PAS HA M’s POCKET BIBLE; containing the OLD and NEW TESTAMENTS. 

*** This Bible is the final left ever printed in theEnglifh Language, and may be moft conveniently ufed feparate, or as a 
Companion to the following fmall Edition of Pfalms and Hymns, price fewed 12s. or elegantly bound in Morocco i 6 s. 

— - VII.— 

Beautifully printed on a fine Writing-paper, and in the Compafs of about half an Inch, when bound, being the fmalleft 
Edition ever Printed of 

The PSALMS and HYMNS, of ISAAC WATTS, D. D. 

Printed by J. W. Pafham, in the fame Size, and will bind uniform with Field’s Picket Bible, price fewed 6s. or elegantly 
bound in Morocco, 8s. 

To prevent Miftakes, the Public are entreated to Order Pajham’s f?nall Edition of Dr . Watts’s Pfalms and Hymns, printed 
for Alex. Hocg. 
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BOOKS in DIVINITY, lately printed for, and fold by Alex . Hogg, No. 16 , Paier-Nojler Po^. 



VIII, 

a COLLECTION out of the BOOK 

Suited to every Sunday in the Year. To which is prefixed an Mayor, Malady. 

By the Rev. WILLIAM ROMAINL, M. A. 

The fccond Edition, Price in blue Covers is. 6d. or zs. neatl y bound. 

The Scheme of CHRISTTAT^nTPHTLOSOPHICAL NECESSITY Afierted * 

Or PR ED ES TI N AT I ON Rationally Maintained. ^ 

With a Dictation conce^the Senfible^^lities of Matter ; and ^ 

In O&avo, fevved in Boards, Price 3s. ^ ^ 

Irikewife by the fame Author, , , . T , 

JOY in HEAVEN, and the CREED of DEVILS; Two Sermons preached m London, 1775 , 

Printed in large Odtavo, Price is. V y _ 



of PS AI, M s. 



Alfo, by the fame Author, 

MORAL and POLITICAL MO DERATIO 

dn a FAST-SERMON, delivered at St. Mildre d’s in the Pou ltry. Price 6 . 



Recommended : 



?m*strs tmsisvs rrfsis tmi • 

To bo "' *.£> MonMy «U ^ ? » Lift rfjhjW.D, . « £g"?p H* £? 

Pieces on Religion and Chriftian Morali y. • ^ ^ f rom t j le Beginning, may be fupplied with the Years 

be now had, (Price 6d. each) an ® ™ at 7s. 6d. per Volume, half bound, or neatly 

I774> 1775* l 77 6 ’ l 777> . l 77^ hJa^tful Edition of Bunyan ' s Holy War, adorned with a Set of Copper Plates ; which 
„ SSffllS- » &*• OQavp. ThU Edition i. no, into.n.d » bdf.b- 

lifhedln Numbers, and can only be had with the Gofpel M agazine. 

Infcribed to the Right Worfhipful Sir John Durbin Kn ^j F^TyMAn" of Glocefterfhire 

POETICAL ESSAYS, on Religious Subjects ; By a CLERGYMAN, ot uioceiterinire. 

Neatly printed in Quarto, price 2s. ^ XIV • 

NEW FAMILY PRAYERS, Dedicated to the Rev. Dr. Horne, Vice-Chancellor of the Univerfity of Oxford, ^nd'thap- 

* ^ Hegandy a pn n?ed' o^fuper fi ne Paper, in large OSavo, price 3 *. neatly bound, or zs6d Y^D eVoTIONS - 

The New UNIVERSAL PRAYER-BOOK ; Or, A complete Syftem of FAMILY DEVOTIONS , 

1 Defiened for the Ufe of PROTESTANTS of all Denominations. ^ 

Prayi's proper" to he “fed beforeind an Introduftion, recommend, 

ing the i’r^c^of Family Worrt>‘P pj* o'At'Sg T ON, L.L.D. Late of Queen’s-College, Cambridge. 

Vei-v necclTary to be hung up in Rooms, Halls, Schools, Academies, Univcrftties, Veftries of Churches, Chapels, Meet- 
Veiy neepnary to P &c price I0S . 6d . fitted upon Rollers as a Map, or 7 «. 6d. in Sheets. 

A N E W SYSTEM of SACRED GENEALOGY, 

With Chronological Dates of the I'ofterity of Adam, to the Nativity of our Lord Jefus ChriiL Including the Collateral 
Riches and Intermarriages : Delineated from the Holy Bible, and i luftrated with ufeful Tables of References, &c. &c. &c. 
To which is added, a beautiful View of the Garden of Eden, cle^ly^ra^ £ c R 

» * The ereat Utility of giving the above a Place in every Chriftian Family, muft be obvious to Perfons in genera , as it 
* have a happy Tendency to make young People, in particular, familiarly acquainted with the facred Volume of 

Infpiration. It alfo might be exceedingly ufeful in being hung up in Schools, Academies, Univerfities, Veftries o urc its. 
Chapels, Meetings, &c. XVJ 

Elegantly printed in large Oftavo, price is. . , 

t’amaTTCAT DIVINITY EXPOSED, and the Gofpel of Chrift vindicated ; 

(>\emmks on a Sermon, occafioned by the Death of the Rev. John Parfons late Reftor of ®t- Martin’s, Bimmghsm: 
an?preachcd by the Rev. Will. Toy Young, Curate^of the Odd Parifh; with abdication to the Author of Pietas Oxomenfis. 

The above Remarks will be found highly interefting to the Religious World in general, particularly to thofe rcfidmg 
in Birmingham, andits vicinity. __ XVJJ 

The N O N C O N F O R M I S T’s M E M O R I A L, _ 

_ . , n Arrnunto f the Minifters, who were ejefled or filenced after the Reftoration, particularly by the A«oI Umtor- 
m ity ein ffi- to“k place .66.- Containing a concife Vievv of their Lives ana Chnraflers, their 

Principles, Sufferings and Printed of . 

Now abridged and corded, and the Autho^k^^iuon^inferted^hmanyrnh-r Particulars, and new Anecdotes, 

To which is prefixed. An Introduttion, Containing a brief Hiftory of the Times in which they lived, and the Grounds of 
their Nonconformity. . . . ■% ^ 

price Six-pence each, ’till the Whole is completed. 

The ExDofitorv Wbrks, and other Remains of Arehbifhop LEI G HTO N: ‘ 

as stszrs&st 

:lnc * • E ;'T=“YVErrY C To/TE E, A.M. ,, , 

Six-pence each. I N D E’ & 
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A BBESS, form of her election 

rules of her order 

■ her robes 

Abbeys, Diflolution of 
Abeldein Heretics 
•Abrahamites . 

* remarks on them 

Adamites, Heretics, fo called 
Agag, religion of 



their notions of the Supreme Being 
their confufed notions of religion 

grofs fuperftltions 

Agnoits, Heretics., fo called — 

Agricola, John, account of 
Albigenfts, account of 

their principles - 

refledtions 

Alcoran, abridgement of 
Aloguins, fedt of. Heretics 
Amazons, religion of 
grofs Idolators 
refledtions 



Anabaptifts, their origin 

numerous in former times 

feverely punifhed 
they are driven to Holland 
cruelly persecuted • 

Anabaptifts, Calviniftical, their origin 

the moft numerous among the Anabaptifts 

they declaim againft human learning 

their notions 

they ufc no exhortations to duty 

feme members admitted by baptifm 

— their form of baptifm 

their prefent ftate 

their origin and progrefs • 

— — their practices 

oppofed to Heathens 

refledtions on them 

Andalufta, (new) religion of 

grofs Idolaters 

method of healing the Tick 

marriage ceremonies 

funeral ceremonies 

refledtions 

Angolites, antient Heretics- 
Angola, religion of 

their idols 

different fedts 

they worftiip the devil 
their high prieft 
A nti -burghers, why fo called 

• their rigid notions 

they excommunicated the burghers 

59 



Page. 

^33 

ibid. 

ibid. 

49 1 
127 

210 

ibid. 

127 

4° 5 
ibid. 

ibid. 

ibid. 

1 33 

638 

258 

ibid. 

2.60 

222 

133 

435 

ibid. 

43 6 
5.9 1 

ibid. 

ibid. 

59 2 
ibid. 

593 

ibid. 

ibid. 

,594 

ibid. 

ibid. 

.595 

ibid. 

ibid. 

ibid. 

ibid. 

ibid. 

-4 6 3 
ibid. 

ibid. 

p % 

4^4 

ibid . 
465 
133 

385 

ibid. 

ibid. 

386 

3^7 

56.6 

567 

ibid. 



Page. 

Anti-burghers, form of their excommunication 567 
fome ftriking events concerning them ibid. & 568 
remarks on their marriages 
Ariomeans, Heretics, fo called 
Antichrift, account of 
Antinomians, account of 

their origin 

their principles 

their prefent ftate 

reflections on them 

Apelleans, antient Heretics 
Appollinarians, Heretics, fo called 
Arabians, account of their religion. 

— * — their defeent 

their idolatrous notions 

their moral principles 

their temples 

— reflections 

Aracan, religion of 

their idols 

their temples 

their priefts 

nuptial ceremonies 

funeral ceremonies 

Archbifhops, their origin 

privileges in England 

how chofen 

their rank 

Archdeacons, account of 
Ardra, religion of 

grofs Idolators 

their notions concerning fouls 

worftiip the devil ^ 

marriage ceremonies 

their debaucheries 

— funeral ceremonies 

Armenia, religion of 

early converted to the Chriftian faith 

had many flourifliing churches 

— ; — their practices 

account of their monks 

Arminius, James, account of 
Afe-m, religion of 

marriage ceremonies 

facri flees 

their gods . 

their altars 

— - — ftrange ceremonies 

funeral rites 

A fh-w ednefd ay , hov/ obferved 
Aflcew, Robert, raifes an infurrcCtion 
executed at Hull 
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Affyrians, their marriages 

* reflections on 

Atheifm, account of 
Ava, religion of 

fhocking funeral ceremonies 

Auguftins, their origin 

B 

Baal-Berith, an idol 
Baal-Zephon, an idol* 

Babylonians, their religion 

worshippers of Bell 

— • their idolatry eleferibed 

their funeral folemnities 

deftruction of their religion 
— - — reflections 
Bacon, lord, a remark of 
Banians, account of 
Bainham, James, account of 
Barton, Elizabeth, her pretended vHions 

executed 

Baptifm, account of 
Baptifm, Romilh 

itrange rites of 

Baflllidians, Heretics fo called 
Bells, their origin — 

fcecket, Thomas, account of 
Benin, religion of 

their aniterities, 

their myfteries 

their notions concerning regeneration 

ftrange form of initiation 

methods of detecting criminals 

Bible, translated by Tindal, 

Bibles, EngJith, to be read 
Bigot, Sir Thomas, executed 
Bifhops, account. of 
Bifnagar, religion of 
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manner of vifiting the Sick 
funeral ceremonies 

— reflections 

Blair, Dr. a faying of 
Blafphemies, inftances of 
Bolleyn, Anne, her marriage 
Bonner, his infolcnce to the pope 
Eons Fieux, a PopiSh order 
Boungnon, madam, account of 
Brafilians, their religion 
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their festivals 

their priefts 

their notions of the immortality of the 

r reflections — 

Brown, Robert, account of 
Brownifts, why fo called 
Bruma, account of him 
Burghers, why fo called 

their principles 

their mental refervations 

their moderation 

are Latitudinarians 

Budfdo, a Japanefe idol 
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Cafraria, religion of 

their ceremonies 

their notions concerning the deluge 
their idols — . — 

the account they give of themfelves 
perform their worlhip in groves 
their remarkable cuftoms 
their barbarities 
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California, inhabitants of, their unnatural cr 
funeral folemnities 
reflections — 

Calvin, John, his life 
Calvinilm, account of 

articles of this religion 
remarks on thefe articles 
their worlhip 
of their holy days 
of their difeipline 
their church officers 
of their ordinations 
its prefent ftate 
Cambodia, religion of 

their notions of the devil 
their funeral folemnities 

reflections — 

C ameronians, why fo called 

their origin 

their madnefs 

— their leader killed 

they aflemble on the mountains 

their political conduct 

— their prefent ffate 

Canada, religion of 

their notions concerning the creation 
their notions of the deluge 
marriage ceremonies 
their magicians 

— reflections 

Canaanites, their religion 

deiitical objections anfwered 

their progrefs to idolatry gradual 

their idols — 

their horrid barbarities 

Canaries, religion of 

their antient cuftoms 

embalm their dead 

reflections — 

Canon, a god of Japan 
Caribbee, iflands of, religion of 

their priefts — 

methods of vifiting the lick 

their fafts — 

ceremonies in making war 

ufe poifoned arrows 
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funeral folemnities 

Caprocratians, antient heretics 
Capuchins, a Popifh order 
Camaladolites, a Popilh order 
Carnate, religion of its inhabitants 

their fuperftion 

their aufterities 

their facrifices 

— offer up living children 

Carthaginians, &c. their religion 

grofs idolators — • 

offer human facrifices 

reflections on them 

Carthulians, a Romilh order 

how founded — 

Ceremonies, Popilh, at confirmation 

at the eucharift 

origin of that ceremony 

fuperftitions in adminiftring it 

*— — of penance 

reflections 

of extreme unCtion 

of marriage 

— concerning orders 
Cefareans, account of 
Ceylon, religion of 

~ worlhip the devil 

their temples 

their priefts 

their devotions 

their feftivals 

their traditions 
marriage ceremonies 
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Ceylon, people of, their form of vi firing the fick. 

__ . funeral ceremonies — 

CircafTians, their religion 

their ridiculous ceremonies 

their funeral ceremonies 

reflections 

Chaplains, accountof 
Chenofli, an idol 

Childbed, thankfgiving for delivery from 
Chinefe, their religion 

moral rules 

myftical ones 

regulations concerning magifl rates 

their guardian gods 

of their phiJofophy 

their various feels 

all acknowledge a Supreme Being 

governors of cities offering the facrificcs 

their facri flees deferibed 
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manner of celebrating the new-year 

manner of building their temples 

all their idols placed on altars 

the cloyfters inhabited by monks 

tricks practiced by their quacks 

their marriage ceremonies 

funeral'ceremonics 

■ .reflexions on the whole 

vagabonds, account of 
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Chriftianity, its origin 



62 
ibid, 
ibid. 

64 

ibid. 

ibid. 

ibid. 

65 

ibid. 

62 

59 

ibid. 

109 



fituation of the world at the time of Chrift’s appear- 



ance 

its practice in the primitive times 
reflections 



Ciftertians, a Romifii order 
Cluniac, monks of ^ — 

Cochin-China, &c. religion of 
grofs idolators 
their image worfhip 
their temples 

different facts 

CoJlegianters, their religion 

Angular cuftoms 

CoJIoritcs, a Popifh order 
Combat, Angle, its origin 
Comber, Dr. his account of the Common-Prayer 
Commination, what — 

Confirmation, account of 
Confucius, account of 
Congo, religion of — 

their fuperflitions 

pretentions to magic 

their idols — 

they worth ip fn a kes 

Confonians, antient Heretics 
Convocation, account of 
Copti, religion of 

their notions concerning the Trinity 

form of worfhip 

of the communion 

■ of bnptifm 

have images 

• ignorance of their priefts 

— ridiculous ceremonies 

marriage ceremonies 

their funeral folemnities 

Corea, religion of 

their fuperflition 

cruel treatment of their .women 

•? funeral ceremonies 

Cornwall, great rebellion there 
Cranmer, archbifhop, pronounces rhe fentence 

vorce — — 

-7 endeavours to promote the reformation 
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Cromwell, Thomas, his chard# ei* 
CroAers, a Popifh order 
Cuma, &c. religion of 

grofs idolators 

. their polygamy 

- — — their funeral ceremonies 
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Daikothia, a Japanefe idol 
Darcey, lord, behe ded 
Darien, religion of 
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funeral folemnities 

reflections 

De Argens, account of 
Decan, religion of 
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offer human facrificcs 
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abominable practices 
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Dei Pm, its origin 

principles 

chief writers 



its caufes 
its confequences 



Dimnfles, an order of nuns 
Diodorus, a quotation from 
Diffenters, Englifh, their origin 

their im political conduit 

how divided 
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Difcipline, that of the church of England confidered 523 
Dominicans, a Popifh order 
Donatifls, Heretics 
Drauchants, account of 
Druids, their religion 

their antiquity 

their principles 
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Egyptians, antient, their religion 

Hate before J ofeph 

rank of their priefts 
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their notions concerning the ftate of departed 
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Elizabeth, queen, her character 
England, church of, her origin 

clieri fhed by Edward VI. 

perfecutcd by queen Mary 

eftabli filed by queen Elizabeth 

her articles, with remarks 

her worfhip 

her flrft liturgy, by whom compiled 
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remarks on it 

of the canons 
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form of confirmation 
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troubles concerning fome ceremonies 
order for marriage, with remarks 
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is worflfipped in the Eaft Indies. The 

idol Bruma, or Brama, another Indian 

obje& of religious adoration — The Hea- 
then god Quenevadi, fon of Ixora, 53 
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